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IS NUCLEAR POWER SAFE?

TEST YOUR
NUCLEAR KNOWLEDGE

Q.  WHAT docs Proposition 15 (the Nuclear Safeguards
Act) do?
Proposition 15 sets up a panel of “experts” who are
mandated to carry the nuclear debate to the people
through a series of public hearings throughout the
state.

The experts then make recommendations to the
California state Legislature who is required by a 2/3
margin, to certify the effectiveness of reactor safety
systems and waste disposal methods. )

It further requires utilities using nuclear power to
assume full financial responsibility for damages
resulting from any nuclear accidents at their plants.
Q. Is the Initative process the way to solve the nuclear
safety issue?
Certainly. The people of California have the right to
demand the utmost in safety precautions and protec-
tion from financial liability from an industry that
affects not only our immediate peace and security
but the security of future generations.

Since the initiative qualified for the ballot, the Legis-
lature has held in—depth hearings on the nuclear issue
and an Assembly committee has introduced four
strong bills (although not as far—reaching as Prop. 15)
on nuclear wastes, insurance and safety issues. As is
often the case, the initative process has helped make
the Legislature more responsive to the people. Passage
of one or more of the bills would serve to back up the
initiative.

Besides, this particular initiative is not a “‘yes” or
“no” vote on nuclear power. It will merely leave the
crucial safety issues in the hands of the panel of ex-
perts, and ultimately in the hands of the California
Legislature to decide after full public hearings.

Q. But, isn't Proposition 15 going to extremes?

A.  No. Proposition 15 only asks the legislature to con-
firm, by 2/3 vote, what the nuclear industry has been
telling us for years: that nuclear power plants are
safe.

Q. Aren't the nuclear issues too technical and complex
to be decided by the legislators?

A.  Legislators need technical experts to tell them what
their choices are and what the consequences of cach
choice might be. The iniuative does that.

But the public policy question——how to deal with a
situation characterized by uncertainties of these kinds
and in these degrees—is not a technical issue. It is
a social one: Is it proper for this generation to foist
upon future generations a problem thar will last for
several hundred thousand years?

VYOTE YES
ON PROPOSITION 15
JUNE 8, 1976
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After200years
it’s time to teach
bigbusiness a
about democracy.

200 years ago, a band of troublemakers
we now call the Patriots started a revolution

in America. 3 )
Over many of the same problems we face C o < ARG
today: AN

High prices. Shortages of vital goods.
Unfair taxes. Growing unemployment.
Discrepancies in wealth. Corruption in
government.

These were the burning issues of the 1770°s!

Back then, our founders pointed an accusing
finger at the British government and its rich
merchant friends.

Today, we at the Peoples Bicentennial Commis-
sion are pointing the finger at big business and its
friends in the American government.

We belicve there is nothing democratic about the way
a handful of giant corporations dominate American life.
From the aisles of the supermarket to the halls of Congress.

These Corporate Monarchs are so powerful they defy the
laws of our society. They fix prices. Destroy our environment.
Manufacture unemployment. Dodge our tax laws. Manipulate
our g And und: foreign g

At PBC we think 1976 is the time for a new movement to chal-
lenge the infl of big busi our lives. We know
millions of Americans already agree with us.

A recent nauonwide poll conducted for us by Peter D, Hart Research
Associates shows 49 percent of Amenicans approve of such a movement.

‘We have been prepaning for 1976 for five years.

Today we have 71 PBC chapters and 20,000 supporters from every state in
the union.

Hundreds of thousands of people read our literature distributed by schools,
libranies, churches, civic and groups, and book Many more are
reached by our TV and radio public service messages on hundreds of stations.

All we need 10 become an army of new American patriots is one thing: You.

Your support will help us re-acquaint Americans with the issues of 200 years ago.
And it will help us conduct a campaign against corporate tyranny today.

Our country needs modern-day versions of Abigail Adams and Thomas Jefferson.

Declare your independence in 1976!

Join us woday.
Peoples Bicentennial Commission.
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Exclusive: Ron Cobb is Back! »- 13
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