Tell us about your organization’s mission and vision. 

Truthout's Mission

We are devoted to the principles of equality, democracy, human rights, accountability and social justice. We believe ardently in the power of free speech, and understand that democratic journalism can make the world a better place for all of us. As an organization, Truthout works to broaden and diversify the political discussion by introducing independent voices and focusing on under covered issues and unconventional thinking. Harnessing the ever-expanding power of the Internet, we work to spread reliable information, peaceful thought and progressive ideas throughout the world.


Why do you want to join The Media Consortium?

We would like to help build a strong independent/progressive media community. Our new leadership is dedicated to working with like-minded publications to grow a progressive media movement that challenges the corporate media establishment.

How do you see your organization as a fit for The Media Consortium? 
We share your vision. We would like to strengthen the reach and impact of independent, progressive voices. We will work with other member organizations to further our shared mission.
How would you describe your primary audience in terms of size, diversity/demographics, lifestyle and geography? 
While our audience is primarily American, we have readers from around the world. Our readers are mostly progressive, but judging by some of the feedback we receive, our readership spans the political spectrum. We seek a diverse readership, and maintain pages dedicated to labor rights and women’s issues.

What is your operating budget?
Last year our overall expenses were $1.2 million, We are currently in contract negotiations with our union so a budget for the next fiscal year will not be clear until those negotiations end. 99% of our budget was raised through donations from our readers.
What are your primary platforms?  (e.g., print, radio, online, video, tv, books, social networks, etc.)

Online: 
http://www.truthout.org
How do you reach your audience? Please list subscriptions, online presence, listservs, or any other platforms (e.g., YouTube, MySpace, FaceBook) that your organization uses to engage your audience. 

We maintain a continuously updating Web site; distribute an e-newsletter; and use twitter, facebook, youtube, rssfeeds, dig, myspace, Reddit, Delicious, Newsvine, and Stumbleupon.
What infrastructure is your organization looking to build? (e.g., advertising, web strategies, editorial planning, etc.)
We are looking to widen our offering of the best in independent, progressive content, including news, news analysis and opinion. We want to foster the development of more reporters and writers who tell the truth and not what corporate interests portray as the truth.

We are looking to expand our multimedia offerings and attract young people to our site.

Additionally, we are in the process of developing a broad-reaching internship/fellowship program to guide and train aspiring independent journalists.

Does your organization have any areas of expertise that could be helpful to The Media Consortium and its members?
Many of us at Truthout have been operating the site for nine years, and have experience to offer. We have a very talented video crew and a stable of distinguished writers that offer a progressive perspective on the news of the day. We are always seeking and developing new ways to use the Internet to reach the broadest possible audience. 
How does your organization fit into the progressive media network? (e.g., media producer, distributor, monitor, reform/justice, etc.) 
We have an excellent distribution process with 100,000 people receiving our daily newsletter. We produce original content and distribute the best content from our partner news outlets. (We maintain content-sharing agreements with a variety of media, and also pay for several syndication services.) We can provide quality content and help bring other members’ content to a wider audience.
Is your senior management willing and able to contribute to Consortium discussions, meetings, and projects? 
The senior management at Truthout is excited about the possibility of joining the Consortium. We are committed to working with the other members to realize the mission of the Consortium.
Who will be the primary MC contacts for your organization?  (We recommend having one editorial contact and one business contact.) These representatives will be expected to attend MC meetings, convey pertinent information regarding our projects to your staff, and ensure that your organization is involved in MC-related projects and conversations. If these contacts are unable to participate, who will be serve this role in their place?
Primary Editorial – Scott Galindez – Senior Editor – (305) 794 – 3822 scott.galindez@truthout.org
Editorial – Maya Schenwar – Executive Director – (847) 525- 3531 maya@truthout.org
Administrative – Matt Renner – Finance Director – (202) 247-1750 matt@truthout.org 
