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By Peggy Holman 
and Susan Haig


Journalism and daily news are a critical part of our civic information system.   How do we, as journalists,  provide the timely information that enables citizens to self-govern effectively and to advance civic life and well being? 
We create daily researched reporting that conforms to standards of clarity, accuracy, relevance, style and timeliness. Our work reflects high standards of ethics, respect, and appreciation of the humanity and value of each individual.   We acknowledge the public's right and need to be informed as situations arise. 
As journalists, we pledge these commitments to our colleagues, our communities, our readers, listeners and viewers. 
1. NEWS THAT MATTERS -- An informed public being essential for a free society, we pledge to seek to  equip the public with the news and information it needs for thriving communities and vibrant democracy -- and for life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 



2. ENABLING CITIZENSHIP -- We pledge to create clear, accurate information and analysis that enables U.S. citizens to understand their roles and responsibilities to build healthy, sustainable communities, recognize and solve social problems, hold elected officials accountable, and empower fellow citizens to contribute to life in community.    



3. COMMUNITIES FIRST -- Real communities, the individuals in them and the society they form, are at the center of our work. Whether topically focused or geographically focused, we pledge to help people understand their world in the context of larger forces affecting them. We pledge to being a trustworthy, inclusive partner with communities. 

0. IMPROVING LIFE -- The journalist should not stand entirely divorced from the necessary pursuits of a civil society that increase happiness, well being and empathy.  Accordingly we pledge in our work to show opportunities for civic involvement that foster a sense of belonging, caring, “making a difference” or  “giving back”; to encourage living sustainably as stewards of our natural resources, sharing the common good of a healthy, clean environment; also, sparking interest in humanistic pursuits. such as philosophy, language, arts and history.



1. ACTIVE LISTENING -- Listening to the needs and aspirations of the people guides every aspect of our work – the stories we choose to investigate, who we talk with, the questions we ask, the forms stories take, how they are distributed, and how we seek to see them used.



2. ACCURACY -- To ensure accuracy, and to guard against uncritically accepting prevailing narratives, we pledge to question our assumptions daily, and continually search for new sources of information and pertinent stories. We think critically about language and meaning in a diverse democratic society.



3. TRANSPARENCY -- We pledge objectivity in our work. However, an assessment of objectivity can depend upon point of view, we also pledge to disclose and be transparent about our own points of view and intentions.  We strive for fairness, if not neutrality. 



4. GREATER TRUTH -- Because truth is a basis for understanding, we pledge to a commitment to find and convey truth with clarity, accuracy and context.  By drawing from multiple perspectives and examining interconnections in a complex world, we eschew simple truths to tell more complete and meaningful stories.



5. POSITIVE INQUIRY -- When times are stable, journalism that tells us what’s going on, what needs fixing and, at its best, how to fix it, is enough. In times of change, a focus on scarcity and problems may leave the public discouraged, frightened or disconnected. We pledge to create journalism focused on inquiry, ideas, possibilities and aspirations that engage and activate.



6. CIVIC DIALOGUE - Journalism is not sufficient for thriving civic life -- working best in partnerships. We pledge to catalyze other communication forms such as teaching, conversation, dialogue, arts, storytelling, public records, and open government.



7. OPENNESS -- We do not “own” journalism. Other professionals and institutions share our values and principles and do much of what we do -- educators, lawyers, researchers, analysts, authors, commentators; even as they may not focus on up-to-the-minute, short-form news narrative geared to the general public.  As partners with these other “owners,” we pledge to practice with openness and transparency about what we do and why we do it, and to support and encourage others to do so. 
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