In These Times spurred a national debate on workplace political intimidation in 2012 and put the spotlight on corporate abuse.  
Miles Kampf-Lassin

Community Editor 

miles@inthesetimes.com
In 2012, In These Times broke two investigative stories on workplace political intimidation, and spurred a national conversation on this under-reported issue. These two In These Times stories had an impact on the national coverage of the 2012 elections and helped put the Koch brothers and other culpable employers on the defensive.
In October, In These Times published “Koch Sends Pro-Romney Mailing to 45,000 Employees While Stifling Workplace Political Speech” which revealed for the first time that Koch Industries was pressuring their employees to vote for the GOP in the 2012 elections.

This eight-month investigation by staff writer Mike Elk also exposed the repressive social media policy of the company, which stifles employees' political speech in the workplace. The mailing warned of "consequences" if Koch employees voted for candidates not endorsed by the company. 

Later that same month, In These Times published “In Conference Call, Romney Urged Businesses To Tell Their Employees How to Vote.” This article featured the release of an audio recording of then-GOP presidential candidate Mitt Romney instructing employers to tell their employees how to vote in the 2012 elections.

These In These Times stories have since been cited by numerous outlets including the New York Times, Washington Post, MSNBC, NBC News, Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune, Democracy Now, Forbes and ABC’s The View. 

In These Times’ reporting forced companies, including Koch-owned Georgia Pacific, to publicly acknowledge that such workplace intimidation did occur. These investigative stories helped to bring corporations to account for their abuses of the public trust. 
 

Headline: Investigation leads to Boy Scouts of America’s corporate backers to withhold funding until they comply with non-discrimination policy
Outlet Name: The American Independent (TAI)
Contact name and email: Chelsi McDonald, chelsi@tainews.org
TAI’s Andy Birkey investigated corporate donations to the Boy Scouts of America which run counter to the policies many corporations have prohibiting funding for groups who discriminate based on sexual orientation. Intel, one of the Boy Scouts largest funders, responded to Birkey's questions by stating that it would ask the scouts for the first time to affirm their compliance with their corporate non-discrimination policy.

The piece inspired the founder of Scouts for Equality to launch a Change.org petition to urge Intel Corporation to "pull your financial support until the BSA pull their anti-gay policy." Just 24 hours after Birkey's story was published, over 30,000 people had signed.

On September 21, Intel released a statement outlining a new policy that would prohibit contributions to the national scout organization and any troops that adhere to the exclusionary policy.

Wahls launched a similar campaign against UPS, which donated $252,000 to the BSA since 2010. On November 13, UPS added a non-discrimination policy to its future grantmaking guidelines that will no longer qualify the BSA for funding. This is a reversal of course since September, when Birkey asked whether UPS would continue to support the Boy Scouts after they reaffirmed its policy of excluding “open or avowed homosexuals,” and UPS stood firm on its donations.

The latest development came when the charitable arm of pharmaceutical manufacturer Merck and Company stated they will stop their contributions to the BSA until they agree to stop discriminating on the basis of sexual orientation.
Head/Title 
Ralph Reed Field-Tests Plan For Beating Obama
http://www.alternet.org/story/156141/religious_right%27s_ralph_reed_field-tests_plan_for_beating_obama
(follow-up) Right Wing Finally Unites Behind Romney With Anti-Obama Hate-Fest in Tampa
http://www.alternet.org/election-2012/right-wing-finally-unites-behind-romney-anti-obama-hate-fest-tampa
Outlet Name
AlterNet
Contact Name and Email 
Adele Stan; adele@alternet.org
250 words max on how your story made an impact
Before our July 9th story on Ralph Reed’s resurrection in the 2012 campaign, the former Christian Coalition leader was widely regarded as washed up, done in by his own overweening ambition and tainted by the Abramoff scandal, in which he played an unseemly role. We not only reported on Reed’s plans for 2012 but found contractors who had done work for Reed’s non-profit Faith and Freedom Coalition presenting themselves as “executive directors” of Millennium Marketing, a subsidiary of Reed’s for-profit consulting firm, Century Strategies. 

Just before the Republican National Convention in Tampa, we followed up with a story, co-authored by both of our reporters on the ground (AlterNet Washington Correspondent Adele Stan and freelancer Peter Montgomery), covering a closed-to-the-public luncheon and a public rally conducted by FFC.

Our reporting helped shed light on Reed’s perceived importance to Mitt Romney’s fortunes, and was leveraged into other outlets. And because we were on the story early (it took the New York Times until September to focus on Reed), we’d like to think we helped, at least in a small way, to spur the turnout efforts of progressive activists. Stan appeared on Democracy Now! and The Big Picture with Thom Hartmann, and both Stan and Montgomery appeared on Pacifica radio and SiriusXM coverage of the convention. After Bill Moyers made note of AlterNet’s coverage on his PBS program, Moyers & Company, Reed threatened to sue Stan and AlterNet with a nuisance suit. That’s when we really knew we were making an impact.

Multimedia
http://www.democracynow.org/2012/8/27/top_gop_leaders_tout_fundamentalist_views
http://www.thomhartmann.com/bigpicture/religious-right-mitts-secret-weapon-win
A Decree Against Sexism
Bitch Media
Sarah Mirk
sarah@b-word.org


Contrary to its title, much of the content in Bitch Media is unequivocally positive: biographies of notable activists and thinkers, glowing reviews of new books and movies that offer a feminist perspective, Q&As with feminists doing crucial projects. But there’s no question that a favorite feature among readers is one that regularly takes aims at offensive advertising, harmful media messaging, and people whose very work tries to invalidate all that feminism stands for. 

That feature is the Douchebag Decree, and since 2008 its been a powerful means to call out the toxic elements of antifeminist and antiprogressive culture, from ridiculous beauty ads and products touted as “Just for Ladies” to organized exploitation and institutional sexism. 

Some of our Douchebag Decrees function as service journalism, following unfolding coverage to help readers stay informed—for instance, “The 10 Douchiest Reponses to the Sandy Hook Tragedy.” Others take a more holistic approach, profiling a person—bigoted radio host Dr. Laura, priggish antifeminism Caitlin Flanagan—whose acts of awfulness deserves a thorough inventory.

Readers may not always be on board with the name (we have a Douchebag Decree Decree to explain it further). But there’s been no doubt that the stories themselves have made an impact. They are linked, tweeted, Facebooked, and e-mailed as reminders to anyone who believes that feminism has served its purpose. And they remind us of the continued need for a thoughtful, engaged feminist response to a mainstream culture that still fails to see women as full participants.  
NEW BERRETT-KOEHLER BOOK CAUSES NATIONAL DEBATE ON SHAREHOLDER PRIMACY DOCTRINE

Berrett-Koehler Publishers, Inc.

Steven Piersanti, spiersanti@bkpub.com
“Whose Company Is It? A controversial new book has rekindled the debate over shareholder value and the purpose of the public corporation.”  That’s the headline of a feature article in the November 15, 2012, issue of Chief Financial Officer Magazine.  The article focuses on Berrett-Koehler’s new book, The Shareholder Value Myth, by Lynn Stout, and includes contrasting views of the book by corporate financial leaders.  Here's a link:

http://tinyurl.com/bxpj62u
This book has indeed launched a national debate about the cornerstone of today’s dominant business doctrine that shareholders’ interests must be placed above the interests of all other stakeholders of the corporation.  

As an article on the Money page of US News and World Report states, "Ideas have consequences, we all know, but some have more consequence than others. If ever the business world generated a consequential idea, surely it's the notion of ‘shareholder value.’”  The article then includes a hard-hitting interview with Lynn Stout knocking down this foundational business doctrine. 

http://bit.ly/TXkLGS
And this debate is reaching all spectrums of society.  The Shareholder Value Myth has twice received major coverage in The New York Times: 
http://nyti.ms/LCOK8N
http://ow.ly/dmlT5
It has similarly been covered multiple times in the Los Angeles Times, such as this article:
http://tinyurl.com/a6pbae7
It has received major coverage from many progressive media, such as Alternet and Utne Reader, as well as from numerous radio and television shows.

But what is most surprising is that it is also stirring up debate in conservative bastions, such as being featured multiple times in Forbes; here’s one example:

http://ow.ly/dmlPU
All told, The Shareholder Value Myth has already received over 60 media hits.  See the attached list.
Hospital That Refused Entry to Gay Man Agrees to Work on Diversity

Paul Zilber went to visit his boyfriend in the hospital, only to be disrespected by the staff and told not to come back. After exclusive interviews with Care2 and a petition with almost 28,000 signatures, the hospital issued a formal apology and agreed to give their staff diversity training. Paul’s statement: “To every single person who signed this petition, I want to thank all of you for finding it in your hearts to help me fight the injustices that we both had to endure. We are both beyond grateful to have each and everyone of you helping us make sure this does not happen to anyone else in this facility.”

Petition: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/930/888/784/gay-couple-discriminated-against-in-hospital/
Posts: http://www.care2.com/causes/gay-kiss-gets-man-barred-from-partners-bedside.html
http://www.care2.com/causes/chief-exec-sorry-hospital-failed-gay-couple.html
http://www.care2.com/causes/barnabas-health-agrees-to-work-on-diversity.html
Seal Pups Saved from Certain Death

The two pups, Zak and Mika, were taken from the wild by the DFO this spring and accepted by the aquarium for display, even though aquarium officials knew they would be senselessly killed at the end of the tourist season. As pressure mounted from the public and a solution was offered by IFAW, the aquarium found itself in even more hot water after essentially issuing a ransom note announcing that pups would be spared, but only if animal advocates were willing to pay $73,000 for their care before September 21. However, the ransom threat was revoked, and the seals were released soon after.

Petition: http://www.thepetitionsite.com/867/025/075/please-help-stop-september-15-deadline-for-death-of-harp-seals-at-aquarium-des-iles-quebec-canada/
Posts: http://www.care2.com/causes/harp-seal-pups-slated-for-death-at-aquarium.html
http://www.care2.com/causes/aquarium-holding-seal-pups-for-ransom-theyre-okay-as-long-as-you-pay.html
http://www.care2.com/causes/care2-success-seal-pups-saved-from-certain-death.html
http://www.care2.com/causes/condemned-seal-pups-released-into-wild-photos.html
1)

Head/Title: Deported Dad Begs North Carolina To Give Him Back His Children
Outlet Name: Colorlines.com
Contact name and email: Seth Wessler, swessler@arc.org 

250 words max on how your story made an impact:
In Feb. 2012, Colorlines.com broke the story of Felipe Montes, a deported father who lost his children to foster care.  The child welfare department in the small North Carolina town where he'd lived with his family for years refused to reunify the three young boys with their father in Mexico and was moving to terminate his parental rights. Colorlines partnered with Presente.org to coordinate the release of the Colorlines story with the launch of a petition by Presente.org, calling on the county child welfare office to reunify the family. Over 20k signed the petition and other major press covered the story, including the AP, LA Times and NPR.  In August, as a result of the attention, ICE granted Montes a rare, perhaps unprecedented humanitarian parole so that he could return to the country to attend court hearings. And late last year, as Montes sat in the courtroom, a judge made the momentous decision to reunify the father and his sons. After more than two years of separation, the family will soon be free to be together again, and Montes will be allowed to take his children with him to Mexico. On a larger level, this report and follow up reporting by Colorlines.com shed light on the grave personal toll that our broken immigration and child welfare systems have on families, issues that had been outlined on a broader scale in ARC’s Shattered Families report.
Optional: Video (up to 4 min), Audio (up to 5 min), infographic, other interactive digital
http://colorlines.com/archives/2012/02/deported_dad_begs_north_carolina_not_put_kids_into_adoption.html
Head/Title: The Economy vs. Immigration, What Will Unlock the Latino Vote in 2012?
Outlet Name: Feet in 2 Worlds
Contact name and email: John Rudolph, john@feetin2worlds.org
250 words max on how your story made an impact:   

This live town hall event held less than three weeks before the 2012 election accurately forecast the pivotal role that Latino voters played in re-electing President Obama.  Well before the election results awakened the nation, and especially Republican Party leaders, to the power of the Latino vote, this event led to conversations about Latino voters on public radio, in social media as well as at the event itself.  

The panel discussion included pollsters, journalists and immigration activists and was hosted by Latino USA’s Maria Hinojosa.

Working with our public radio partners, the event led to stories on NPR's Latino USA and a talk show segment on WNYC, New York Public Radio. We used the hashtag #LatinoVote to start a conversation on Twitter that continued for weeks after the event. Video from the event was live streamed on our website Fi2W.org.

The event allowed us to form a new partnership with The America's Society/Council of the Americas who co-sponsored the event and promoted it to their members. The event also allowed us to bring together various divisions at Fi2W’s parent organization, The New School in New York City, where the event was held.
Optional: Video (up to 4 min), Audio (up to 5 min), infographic, other interactive digital:

http://fi2w.org/2012/10/23/photos-video-from-our-latinovote-town-hall-event/
http://fi2w.org/2012/10/17/live-video-of-our-panel-discussion-on-unlocking-the-latinovote/
Rory O'Connor

President and CEO

Globalvision, Inc.

roc@globalvision.org
IMPACT and the LONG VIEW

Between 1988-91, our then-fledgling company produced an Emmy Award-winning weekly news program called South Africa Now, about the struggle for liberation and against apartheid in that country. With no support from PBS, ("It's not perceived as corporate-friendly," said one PBS station manager), we raised all the money we could and produced the program from what the New York Times rightly called a “low-tech studio in a battered loft in lower Manhattan.” We also self-distributed it, despite opposition from PBS executives, and managed to get the program aired on more than 150 public stations in the US, as well as in 17 other countries, filling a gap in the coverage on television both domestically and internationally, and offering  viewers an alternative, close-up perspective on the turbulent and historic events in the-then rapidly changing South Africa.
Change DID come to South Africa, thankfully, and in 1991 we stopped producing the program. We then faced the question of what to do with the thousands of hours of videotape we had shot during the course of the program's run – valuable historical media that we felt was the patrimony of South Africa and belonged there. First we donated the material to the NY Public Library, only to find that it had simply been sent into storage. We took it back and donated it to Yale University Library – better, but still not our goal.
Finally, this year, after literally decades, we're pleased to report that Yale has digitized the entire South Africa Now collection – at a cost of well into six figures – and the material will now at long last be repatriated for the future use of scholars, academics, historians and ordinary citizens who want to learn more about the past struggle. We also hope to work with South Africans to produce NEW programming based on the material—perhaps even a South Africa Now & Then series, which would look at the issues and personalities we covered nearly twenty-five years ago, and how they have changed, for better and worse, in the decades since.
-Rory O'Connor

Co-Executive Producer

South Africa Now
Here's a link to a New York Times article about the program from 1990:
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/11/18/arts/television-south-africa-now-ponders-its-uncertain-future.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
Head/Title  "Gang Injunctions: Problem or Solution?"

Outlet Name:  Making Contact
Contact name and email  Lisa Rudman:  lrudman@radioproject.org  Producer Andrew Stelzer, with Daniel Gordon, and Kyung Jin Lee:  astelzer@radioproject.org

250 words max on how your story made an impact

The city of Oakland is divided over whether gang injunctions will help reduce a long-standing problem of street violence.  Making Contact’s Andrew Stelzer reported on a grassroots campaign, aiming to stop what many activists say is a problematic policy of racial profiling, that won’t help make the community any safer. The piece filled in a crucial gap in the public debate.  By gathering sound-rich material for this piece during 7 months, and focusing on a range of voices, Making Contact accomplished corporate media could not. The program also contextualized the history of this policing technique and provided a unique look at its spread into use in London England. We made an impact on the local and national conversation, by questioning the slogans on all sides and by asking what are the overall needs of the communities not just “how to stop violence.”

This show won a 2012 PASS award  “for its ability to focus America’s attention on our criminal justice, juvenile justice, and child welfare systems in a thoughtful and considerate manner” and an award for Feature Storytelling from the Society for Professional Journalists (Northern Cailfornia Chapter).

Program description: It’s called a gang injunction.  A controversial crime tool strategy that some people say should be illegal, and others say is a necessary last resort for communities plagued by violence. On this edition, we go from the birthplace of gang injunctions in Los Angeles, to Oakland California, to their newest use in London, England.  Almost 30 years later, communities remain divided about the best way to address youth violence and crime.  This program was crowd-funded on spot.us
Optional: Video (up to 4 min), Audio (up to 5 min), infographic, other interactive digital

Excerpt from the program, Segment 1:  The Battle over Gang Injunctions in Oakland
Mother Jones, Impact 2012

The 47% Video

http://youtu.be/er6-zNt-wHo
[This submission is a video describing how Mother Jones obtained the 47% video, how they marketed it, and the impact it had]
Head/Title: “Crossing the Line at the Border,” two-part series

Lead reporter: John Carlos Frey
Outlet Name: The Investigative Fund at The Nation Institute in partnership with Need to Know on PBS
Video links:
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/security/video-first-look-crossing-the-line/13597/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/need-to-know/video/video-crossing-the-line/14291/
Contact name and email: Esther Kaplan, esther@nationinstitute.org
Brief summary:

In 2007, seeking to beef up border security, the Bush administration set out to double the size of the US Border Patrol, deferring background checks and relaxing training regimens to do so. In two years, the agency hired 8,000 new agents, making Customs and Border Protection (CPB) the largest law enforcement agency in the country. “Crossing the Line at the Border” exposed the brutal human price of creating an undertrained and unaccountable agency. The investigation uncovered the tasing and beating death of an undocumented immigrant, Anastasio Hernandez Rojas, by Border Patrol agents while he was in restraints. It also uncovered a pattern of cruelty by border agents, including actual torture of detainees.
<250 Word on Impact:

Within hours of the April broadcast, Hernandez’s killing became national news, covered nationally and internationally by outlets including the (London) Daily Mail, CNN Mexico, Reuters, the New York Daily News, San Diego Union-Tribune, ABC, and CNN. An op ed by Frey appeared in the Los Angeles Times. Frey and an eyewitness were interviewed on CNN’s Starting Point, MSNBC’s NewsNation with Tamron Hall, NPR’s The Takeaway, Democracy Now!, and more. The advocacy group Presente.org launched a national petition drive demanding justice for Rojas’ family, which has received over 36,000 signatures.

In early May, human rights groups had organized rallies in eight American cities. A few days later, Rep. Silvestre Reyes wrote a letter to Attorney General Eric Holder calling for an investigation into civilian deaths at the hands of the Border Patrol. Hernandez’s mother traveled to Washington, DC, to meet with members of Congress about the case, a development that was covered in the Washington Post and elsewhere. The following day, sixteen members of Congress wrote letters to Eric Holder and the Inspector General of the Department of Homeland Security, citing the broadcast and demanding that Hernandez’ killing be investigated. 

By July, a US attorney had convened a federal grand jury to consider criminal charges in the case. By October, an Inspector General’s investigation was underway. And in December, Customs and Border Protection announced that the incident had prompted the agency to launch a full-scale internal review of use of force by its agents.

"Beating the School-to-Prison Pipeline"  

http://oaklandlocal.com/article/beating-school-prison-pipeline

published by Oakland Local

July 5, 2012

By Barbara Grady   barbgrady1@gmail.com 

Oakland, California, is a city where kids in certain neighborhoods just get swallowed up. There are neighborhoods where street violence, poverty and family dysfunction intersect with inadequately funded schools to leave some kids bereft of role models or hope or evidence that they can pursue productive lives in the regular economy.  When schools don't try to break this cycle, when they pack students into over-crowded classrooms and suspend those kids whose frustration from their home life or street life lead them to act out, then the conditions for a school-to-prison pipeline exist.  Urban school districts like Oakland Unified have a history of being school to prison pipelines, but this year Oakland has made a consorted effort to reverse that and to embrace all of a child's needs in order to prepare him or her for learning.  


There are things that schools and teachers and parents can do to break the school to prison pipeline. One is keep kids in the classroom. That means finding ways to correct absenteeism and eschewing suspensions. Another is to give kids the benefit of having at least one adult care for them.  For schools, it helps to have adequate budgets to help them fund enough teachers to allow for one-on-one relationships. But even without money, these things can be done.


My July 5 story "Beating the school-to-prison pipeline'' explored the question what builds up that pipeline and what can destroy it or divert the trail some kids take from school to prison. It was widely read in Oakland, in Alameda County and, apparently, beyond.  The story was cross posted by several other web sites beyond Oakland Local.  In fact, an organization called Reclaiming Futures said my story, which they cross posted, was among its top blog posts of the year in traffic. 


The impact the story made within the Oakland community was letting people know there is another way; that the school to prison pipeline is not made of impenetrable steel but rather of something porous and changeable.  Since about half of OaklandLocal.com readers are from underserved communities, the story helped readers see how easy it is for our kids to fall into the school-to-prison pipeline and that all it really takes to disrupt it is for caring adults to get involved. 

Deadline: January 18
Head/Title - Heart of Darkness Spotlight: Defeating anti-education “Luna Laws” in Idaho
Outlet Name - Public News Service
Contact name and email - Matt Hemmendinger, matt@publicnewsservice.org
250 words max on how your story made an impact
In November 2012, Idaho’s teachers were vindicated against major odds in a long-term right-to-work state. Sometimes it takes tenacious reporting, for years, for the “sudden” win. PNS has been closely covering their struggles for over a decade, producing 100+ broadcast/print news stories in that time redistributed 1,000s of times on 100s of other media outlets blanketing the state.  
Here’s the story:
Drowned out by other major actions being taken to erode the strength of unions in other states, Idaho’s legislators quietly enacted a set of requirements in 2011 that removed job security protections for teachers, tied teacher pay to performance and made it far more difficult for teachers to retain their jobs. State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Luna branded the measures as beneficial to students and imperative for their success. 
Prior to the enactment of Luna’s changes (which came to be known as the Luna Laws), we were covering creative solutions to handle budget shortfalls for Idaho schools. These stories established a positive tone of coverage for teachers and teachers’ unions and led a dialogue of inclusive solutions. When Luna’s divisive measures were put in place, we covered the real impacts of the laws on teachers, and Idaho hemorrhaged teachers at an alarming rate. 
To general amazement, a majority of Idahoans shot down all three referendums on the Luna Laws and re-established the protections for teachers in the state. The Public News Service continues to cover education issues in Idaho through the Northern Rockies News Service.
Head/Title: My So-Called Ex-Gay Life
Outlet Name: The American Prospect
Contact name and email: Jay Harris, jharris@prospect.org
How the story made an impact
Beginning with his own experience in "ex-gay" therapy as a teenager, Gabriel Arana’s March 2012 article in The American Prospect tracked the rise of the ex-gay movement through the late 1990s and early 2000s. Through much of that period, testimonials of success promoted by the Christian Right trickled through the mainstream media, giving the “therapy” a legitimacy it had not enjoyed since the American Psychiatric Association declassified homosexuality as a mental illness in 1973. Arana’s piece took on that myth. Through in-depth interviews with leaders of the ex-gay movement, former patients, and leaders of the psychiatric community, Arana’s article illustrated the harm caused by such therapies when patients found themselves unable to change. Perhaps most significant to the article’s impact was Arana’s interview with prominent psychiatrist Dr. Robert Spitzer—the man whose infamous 2001 study had seemed to validate ex-gay therapy. The interview prompted Spitzer to retract his study -- Arana’s article had shredded ex-gay advocates’ last claim to scientific respectability.
The most-read story in The American Prospect's history, Arana’s article touched readers far beyond the gay community. Spitzer's repudiation was widely reported across major media outlets, leading to a front-page New York Times story and a fifteen-minute segment on The Rachel Maddow Show. The story was instrumental in prompting another lead proponent of ex-gay therapy to renounce the practice; shortly after Spitzer's retraction, Alan Chambers of Exodus International—the country's largest ex-gay organization—said his organization would no longer recommend the practice but rather would encourage its members to live a celibate life. The piece was cited by the California legislature in their recent legislation banning ex-gay therapy for minors, and it prompted the American Psychological Association to issue a statement reiterating its position on sexual-orientation change efforts.

Head/Title:  Cafeteria Man

Outlet Name: Specialty Studios

Contact name and email: Steve Michelson steve@specialtystudios.com

250 words max on how your story made an impact

Cafeteria Man, a one hour documentary, was used to spark dialogue and action to help improve school food programs in schools and districts by:

· targeting 3-4 urban school districts with large under-served populations for special supported screening events with Tony Geraci and filmmakers;


· promoting the film to other schools and organizations that may wish to use it to inspire local action;


· developing online resources and upgrading the film’s website to help support community screenings and follow up action. 

· Developed a 17 page Community Screening Action Guide, written by an experienced film guide writer, which included Tony’s Tips for Improving School Food page:
http://cafeteriaman.com/screening-organizing-guide


· Developed templated publicity materials and a ½ page local action flier to handout to screening attendees;

http://cafeteriaman.com/publicity-resources


· Upgraded the film website with new information and resources to help support and promote local screenings, and follow up action:


· Targeted large urban districts including: Dallas, San Francisco, Atlanta, Washington DC and Berkeley for special screening events with the film presenters, along with local panelists, providing ongoing support and guidance to local organizers, and printed action handouts with local action ideas, groups to get involved with, and other resources:



Optional: Video (up to 4 min), Audio (up to 5 min), infographic, other interactive digital 

Film Trailer: http://cafeteriaman.com/viewtrailer

Recently Released Autopsy Reports Heighten Guantanamo "Suicides" Mystery 

http://www.truth-out.org/news/item/6981:recently-released-autopsy-reports-heighten-guantanamo-suicides-mystery

By Jeff Kaye, Truthout, 29 February 2012

Contact: Joe Macaré, Director of Donor Development and Outreach

According to psychologist and writer Jeff Kaye's story from February 2012, autopsy reports released by the Department of Defense in 2011 raised “stark questions about the circumstances surrounding the deaths of two prisoners at Guantanamo.”

Christof Heyns, the UN Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions, agreed – and began an inquiry to look into the deaths of Abdul Rahman Al Amri and Mohammad Ahmed Abdullah Saleh Al Hanashi after reading Kaye's story at Truthout.

Writing about this development for Harpers, Scott Horton summarized the key question Kaye had raised: “Was this just sloppy work, or was it a desire to cover up embarrassing or harmful facts associated with the deaths?”

Truthout continued to cover the treatment of detainees at Guantanamo throughout 2012 with more original reporting from Kaye and from our Lead Investigative Reporter, Jason Leopold (including several pieces co-authored by the two).

In particular, Leopold has written in detail about the subsequent death of detainee Adnan Latif in September (also officially a suicide, but again a death which has raised questions about conditions at Guantanamo Bay), which has led to acknowledgement of our reporting on the subject by the New York Times, among others. Leopold traveled to Guantanamo for the first time at the end of January 2013 to continue his coverage.

The 2012 Washington Monthly College Guide and Ranking 

Washington Monthly Magazine 

Paul Glastris, Editor in Chief

pglastris@washingtonmonthly.com
Our September/October 2012 issue was devoted to our annual College Guide and Rankings, in which we reward schools for promoting research, service, and social mobility—unlike U.S. News, which rates schools based on fame, money, and exclusivity.
Our College Guide is usually our highest-profile issue of the year and 2012 was no exception. It was were widely covered in the national media (from the Washington Post http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/us-news-college-rankings-a-closer-look-at-the-dc-region/2012/09/14/339c6cce-fcf1-11e1-8adc-499661afe377_story.html to MSNBC http://video.msnbc.msn.com/the-cycle/49246418#49246418) and produced scores of local newspaper and TV news stories. But what was especially gratifying this year was the accumulating evidence that our message on higher education is getting through. 
When we started the College Guide eight years ago, few policymakers or journalists understood or agreed with our arguments that the higher education sector was in crisis—that its cost were unsustainable, that it lacked useful measures of output and quality and hence any rational system of accountability, that it was grossly biased towards wealthy students and underserved the working class, and that the dominant ranking system, provided by U.S. News, fed all the worse tendencies of the sector. 
This message is now coming out of the mouths of some of America’s most noteworthy opinion-makers, from New York Times columnist Joe Nocera http://www.nytimes.com/2012/09/29/opinion/nocera-the-silly-list-everyone-cares-about.html to Bill Gates, who gave a talk at The Atlantic Ideas festival that was almost a pure distillation of everything we’ve been saying in the College Guide for years http://www.theatlantic.com/national/archive/2012/11/the-worlds-richest-college-dropout-urges-colleges-to-stop-dropouts/265251/. This is a good example of how the Washington Monthly typically has impact: by banging away at the truth year after year until the mainstream is finally ready to listen.   
