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For Immediate Release: March 25, 2012

           
Contact: Jo Ellen Green Kaiser, Executive Director
joellen@themediaconsortium.com/ 415-878-3862
Press Background Briefing on March 29, 1pm ET: 

Wireless Duopoly?

With Consumers Union’s Parul Desai
Deregulation was supposed to open consumer choices. However, a recent joint venture agreement between Verizon, a wireless company, and four cable operators, including Comcast, could lead to less access. One consequence of the deal, which involves the sale of valuable spectrum, could be that only two wirelesss companies, AT&T and Verizon, are left standing.

 As part of its Media Policy Reporting and Education Project, The Media Consortium, a national network of over 50 leading independent media outlets, has assembled an in-depth press briefing on this spectrum deal. This background briefing is designed to help journalists understand the nature of the deal, the concerns being currently voiced by Congress and the FCC about the deal, and how the deal would specifically impact Americans in rural areas who have fewer choices already.   
Registration for this briefing is now open at http://www.anymeeting.com/PIID=ED51DF85814F
The briefing will begin with expert Parul Desai, Communications Policy Counsel for Consumers Union, bringing us up to date on recent Congressional hearings about the deal. After she speaks, we will hear comments from Edyael Casaperalta of the Center for Rural Strategies, who will also take questions. Journalists will have ample opportunity to ask questions. The briefing will last one hour.
Parul Desai is communications policy counsel for Consumers Union, the non-profit publisher of Consumer Reports. Parul manages the organization’s advocacy efforts on cable, wireless, telephone, and Internet policy. She is also responsible for working closely with federal policy makers on telecommunications and media law and policy. Parul is a magna cum laude graduate of New York Law School.

Edyael Casaperalta is a research associate at the Center for Rural Strategies. One of four founders of the Llano Grande Center’s Spanish Language Immersion Institute, she led several community based research initiatives in her rural South Texas home town. Edyael received a B.A. from Occidental College in Los Angeles and a master's degree in Latin American Studies at Ohio University in Athens. 
The Media Consortium is a national network of leading, progressive independent media. Our members include magazines, web sites, television networks, radio, and film producers. www.themediaconsortium.org Our thanks to the Media Democracy Fund for making this policy briefing and MPREP program possible.









