Media for the 99 Percent/ Occupy Movement
Weekly Press Briefings

GUIDELINES

WHAT: The Media Consortium (www.themediaconsortium.org)  is holding a weekly press briefing by the Occupations for the independent press.

WHO--MEDIA:  The Media Consortium is a national network of 50 independent media outlets (for a list of outlets go here). The Media Consortium will invite its members to the briefing, as well as members of the Investigative News Network and the 3000 ethnic press outlets represented by New America Media. However, the Media Consortium will not prevent any media outlet (even corporate media) from joining the briefing unless they violate the guidelines—see below. Media representatives must identify themselves and their outlets on the call.

WHO—OCCUPY Movement: Each Occupation will determine if it will participate, and which person or persons will represent that Occupation on the call.  Any person from any Occupation will be considered, for quotation purposes, as an individual speaking for themselves.  

WHEN: The press briefings will be each Thursday for 1 hour starting at 3pm ET; 2pm CT; 1pm MT; noon PT. The time is being set somewhat arbitrarily because we understand we will not be able to find a consensus time each week with so many different participants.

“WHERE”: The press briefing will be done as a conference call, using a long-distance call-in number provided through anymeeting.com .  We are using the conference call format because anyone with a cell phone can participate and the briefing will not be bound to a specific geography.

Every Thursday (except US holidays including Thanksgiving, Xmas, etc)
3pm ET; 3pm CT; 1PM MT 12 PT

> Where: http://www.anymeeting.com/mediaconsortium1
> Number: (512) 400-4809 | Attendee PIN: 1725846

HOW: 
First, reporters/journalists will identify themselves and their outlets. Then, Occupation members will identify themselves and the Occupations they come from.

Each Occupation represented on the call will have 2 minutes to speak. Occupations may raise any topic they think will be of interest to independent media. Examples:

· News from the occupy [esp if mainstream corporate media has not covered it]

· Story leads, for example, possible investigations of corporate malfeasance the Occupy wishes media would pursue
· Advocacy efforts/actions the Occupation wishes media would report

After the Occupations speak (which could take anywhere from 10-30 min, depending on numbers), media outlets will direct questions. We will queue up the media outlet questions in the order they are asked via a chat running on the anymeeting.com website.  We will start the queue after the Occupies finish speaking, so all the questions aren’t directed to the first Occupation. Each media outlet will be allowed to ask just one question until/unless all media outlets have asked one question or ceded time. 

We will encourage media outlets to connect directly to the Occupations to follow up. Occupations can help by sending us their best contact info in advance (preferably phone numbers, as media outlets are often on deadline and need info quickly).  
Note that this weekly call is designed to allow media to talk to the Occupations. During the course of the call, Occupations may realize they need or want to have an internal discussion. While media will be fascinated by such conversations, they probably  should take place on a different call. 

ENFORCEMENT—MEDIA SIDE: Media outlets that do not abide by the guidelines (esp re: labeling speakers as “spokespeople”) will be disinvited from the calls. 
