#SupportNews is a new way to crowdfund investigative and beat news that leverages collaborative marketing of hashtag-based campaigns to expose projects nationally. Every project is amplified by peer news publishers, and associated advocates who support the project's mission. For example, a campaign on fracking could be amplified by publishers and by local nonprofits and civic groups interested in the topic by using the Support News hashtag along with a specific hashtag: #SupportNews #fracking

#SupportNews is managed by BNN Funding, a crowdfunding services company. It leverages The Breaking News Network ("BNN"), the largest hyperlocal news network for social good, to amplify projects through their network. They run a unique facility that amplifies the Twitter feeds of TMC publishers as well as over 5,000 nonprofits and civic groups across 350 cities. Every time an authorized publisher tweets #SupportNews, the BNN amplifies the tweet by retweeting through their respective cities. BNN Funding also works with publishers to attract local advocates in every city to support their campaigns down to the grass roots level.

The BNN has demonstrated their ability to create viral buzz with hashtag based campaigns. The campaign platform #SupportNews is different than other news crowdfunding platforms in two ways: 1) campaigns are developed on the open source open.crowdtilt.com platform so the campaign can be run on any domain, and 2) campaigns receive social marketing support that other crowdfunding portals do not provide.

The objectives of #SupportNews are: 1) to expose the reporting work of TMC members through crowdfunding, 2) to build a new financing avenue for TMC members with the support of their peers, and 3) to develop local advocate bases for news reporting from nonprofits and civic groups across America.

The crowdfunding fees are 9% on all funds raised that cover the viral marketing expenses of BNN Funding, of which 3% are earmarked for TMC*. Indiegogo charges a similar fee.

-------------------

* Both for profit and not for profits news organizations can campaign on #SupportNews.
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