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For Immediate Release: May 3, 2012

           
Contact: Jo Ellen Green Kaiser, Executive Director
joellen@themediaconsortium.com/ 415-878-3862
Press Background Briefing on May 7, 1 PM ET: 

Prison Phone Monopolies: A Media Policy Issue

With amalia deloney (Center for Media Justice) 

and Lee G. Petro, Esq. (Drinker Biddle)
In many states, up to 60 % of the cost of calls from prison has nothing to do with the cost of the phone service provided. That extra charge represents a kickback to the state government from phone companies in exchange for the right to a monopoly over prison phone service. The phone company pays the state government, then charges the end user for the cost of the kickback. The state wins; the phone company wins; but the end user—the prisoner and his or her family—loses.

As part of its Media Policy Reporting and Education Project, The Media Consortium, a national network of over 60 leading independent media outlets, has assembled an in-depth press briefing on prison phone monopolies. This briefing will help reporters understand the kickback system, how it benefits phone companies, and why law-abiding citizens should care if prisoners have to pay higher rates for calls. All journalists are invited to attend.

Registration for this briefing is now open at http://www.anymeeting.com/PIID=EE50D681884D
The briefing will begin with expert amalia deloney from the Center for Media Justice, who will provide background on the phone kickback system and talk about the Prison Phone Justice Campaign. Her briefing will be followed by comments from lawyer Lee G. Petro, an expert on telecommunications law. Journalists will have ample opportunity to ask questions. The briefing will last one hour.

amalia deloney coordinates the media policy initiatives of the Center for Media Justice and the Media Action Grassroots Network (MAG-Net).  The Center for Media Justice works to strengthen the communications effectiveness of grassroots racial justice sectors, and to sustain a powerful local-to-local movement for media rights and access. amalia has over 15 years of experience in community and cultural organizing, with a specific interest in human rights, cultural rights and traditional knowledge. Find out more about the Prison Phone Justice program at http://www.kitescampaigns.org/campaign/facts/prison-phone-justice/
Lee G. Petro is of counsel to Drinker Biddle’s Telecommunications & Mass Media Team in the Government & Regulatory Affairs Practice Group. He is an active member of the Federal Communications Bar Association and its nonprofit charitable and educational organization, the Federal Communications Bar Association Foundation. 

The Media Consortium is a national network of leading, progressive independent media. Our members include magazines, web sites, television networks, radio, and film producers. www.themediaconsortium.org Our thanks to the Media Democracy Fund for making this policy briefing and MPREP program possible.









