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Title: Why Collaborate?


Description: Collaborating with another blogger or media outlet can multiplatform your work, expand your audience, and increase your impact. Hear from experienced hands at video, radio, and digital outlets about the challenges and benefits of transmedia collaboration and how to make it work for you.

Moderator: Jo Ellen Green Kaiser, executive director, The Media Consortium


Panelists: 

Hanaa Rifaey, publisher, The American Independent News Network

Jason Barnett, founder, The Uptake 

Matt Hemmendinger, digital development director, Public News Service Radio

Robin Marty, blogger, WoMN Focus, Care2 and RH Reality Check
· Why should we select this session?* (Give us your elevator pitch on why we should select this session for NN12. What do you expect attendees to get out of this session? Max 100 words.)
Social media has made collaboration the key to reaching a wider audience, yet most journalists and bloggers prize being competitive, self-sufficient and independent. This session will feature frank conversation about how you can keep your personal audience (and marketability) even when you work with others. AINN and PNS have collaborated with each other; the Uptake works directly with citizen journalists; Robin Marty has her own blog and freelances for other sites. These folks know the ups and downs of collaboration! A special emphasis of the session will be the benefit of crossplatform collaboration, especially getting video onto a text-based site.

· If chosen, how will you publicize your session?* (As an organizer you'll be asked to help promote the panel (via blog posts, social media, political affiliations, etc) and encourage attendees to engage before the convention begins. Max 50 words)
We will push this panel out on social media run by The Media Consortium, AINN, the Uptake, and PNS, as well as the personal social media of all participants. Mention will be made in the monthly Media Consortium newsletter, as well as on our listserv. 
· Please list three questions that will be answered in this panel (We recommend you make these questions as detailed and specific as possible. Max 20 words per question.) 
What is the specific benefit to a journalist and/or media outlet of collaborating with another journalist or media outlet?

What are the downsides of such a collaboration—what should I look out for—and how do I address them?

Why will multiplatforming my content give me great audience reach?
Jo Ellen Green Kaiser is the Executive Director of The Media Consortium. Passionate about mission-driven independent media, Jo Ellen has worked for a succession of independent magazines, including stints as Managing Editor and Associate Publisher of Tikkun, Publisher of LiP: Informed Revolt, and Executive Director and Editor-in-Chief of Zeek. She is driven by a belief that democratic societies thrive only when their citizens have access to accurate information and informed opinion. Jo Ellen received a B.A. at Yale Unviersity and a Ph.D. in English from University of California, Berkeley. She makes her home in San Francisco. Follow her @jgksf.

Hanaa Rifaey brings a diverse background to the The American Independent News Network, with previous experience in advocacy organizations as well as on Capitol Hill. Since moving to DC from the Pacific Northwest, she has managed programs and campaigns in a variety of issue areas including civil rights, health care, and climate change. Hanaa received her undergraduate degree from Whitman College in Walla Walla, Washington and her master’s degree at George Washington University in Washington, DC. She enjoys searching for the perfect bowl of pho in her spare time. You can follow her @hanaarifaey.

Jason Barnett is co-founder and Executive Director of The UpTake.  With a degree in Fine Arts, I spent 15 years as a professional sculptor. As a creative thinker with an interest in news, politics and technology, I recognized the power of online video and social networking which led to the founding of The UpTake in 2007.The UpTake's mission is to break down walls of power to expose the raw truth. We use fearless storytelling as a catalyst for positive social change. The UpTake has advanced the frontier of citizen-driven news gathering and was recognized as a top-ten website of 2008 by the Center for Public Integrity and has won a number of awards by the Society of Professional Journalists.  Twitter: @JasonBarnett

Matt Hemmendinger is the Digital Development Director for the Public News Service and works to boost their online engagement. Matt discovers and develops new tools for presenting news content. He studied news games and start-up digital publications with the Digital Media Test Kitchen while earning a Master’s at the University of Colorado.  The Public News Service is a member-supported news service that advocates a practice of journalism in the public interest. With roots as a radio news service, PNS content is now multi-platform presenting short news stories in audio and print format in 34 states. 

Robin Marty is a freelance writer and editor from Minneapolis, Minnesota. Formerly, she worked as the Director of Special Projects for the Center for Independent Media, a progressive online news organization with sites across the country.  Robin has been blogging since 2004, when she started The Power Liberal. She currently writes regularly for Care2 and RH Reality Check, and runs runs WoMN Focus, a site dedicated to tracking news on female candidates in Minnesota.

