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Musgrove Agenda: Economic and Media Strategy Retreat 
Participant Bios
Jenifer Fernandez Ancona
Jenifer is the daughter of a First-Generation Salvadoran immigrant mother and a father with roots in Tennessee. She works as a strategist in the progressive movement, with a focus on coalition building and strategic communications. Her goal is to amplify and strengthen the voices of young people and people of color, as well as increase their participation in the political process.

Nicole Bagley
Nicole Bagley is a co-owner and the Chief Operating Officer of Celebrity Service International, a seventy year old renowned and trusted celebrity access service for major networks, magazines, newspapers, the film & television industry, the fashion industry, and non-profit organizations. 

Ms. Bagley also owns a small fundraising and special events consulting company that assists and guides 501(c)3 organizations with their fundraising programs. Over the last decade Ms. Bagley was the Director of the Cambodia Fund and Director of Special Projects at Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation, an international humanitarian organization that addresses the causes, conduct and consequences of war through advocacy and service programs for victims of conflict around the world. She was named Director of Special Projects in June 2001 and Director of the Cambodia Fund in 2004 and in this capacity overseas all special projects and fundraising activity for the Cambodia program. 

Ms. Bagley serves on the board of directors of the Sapelo Foundation, the Reynolds Homestead, and the Justice project and she is Vice President of the Arca Foundation. Through her philanthropic involvement she has worked on issues and causes ranging from fairness in the criminal justice system, to independent journalism and media policy, to US foreign policy towards Cuba and campaign finance reform. She has volunteered in Angola for Save the Children and lived in South Africa for three years where she worked with different non-profits on a variety of causes. 

Ms. Bagley resides in Washington D.C. with her husband, son and daughter.

Dean Baker
Dean Baker is the author of Plunder and Blunder: The Rise and Fall of the Bubble Economy, The United States Since 1980, The Conservative Nanny State: How the Wealthy Use the Government to Stay Rich and Get Richer, Social Security: The Phony Crisis (with Mark Weisbrot), and The Benefits of Full Employment (with Jared Bernstein). He was the editor of Getting Prices Right: The Debate Over the Consumer Price Index, which was a winner of a Choice Book Award as one of the outstanding academic books of the year. He appears frequently on TV and radio programs, including CNN, CBS News, PBS NewsHour, and National Public Radio. His blog, Beat the Press, features commentary on economic reporting. He received his B.A. from Swarthmore College and his Ph.D. in economics from the University of Michigan. 


William K. Black
Bill Black is an Associate Professor of Economics and Law at the University of Missouri – Kansas City (UMKC). He was the Executive Director of the Institute for Fraud Prevention from 2005-2007. He has taught previously at the LBJ School of Public Affairs at the University of Texas at Austin and at Santa Clara University, where he was also the distinguished scholar in residence for insurance law and a visiting scholar at the Markkula Center for Applied Ethics.

He was litigation director of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board, deputy director of the FSLIC, SVP and General Counsel of the Federal Home Loan Bank of San Francisco, and Senior Deputy Chief Counsel, Office of Thrift Supervision. He was deputy director of the National Commission on Financial Institution Reform, Recovery and Enforcement. His regulatory career is profiled in Chapter 2 of Professor Riccucci's book Unsung Heroes (Georgetown U. Press: 1995), Chapter 4 (“The Consummate Professional: Creating Leadership”) of Professor Bowman, et al’s book The Professional Edge (M.E. Sharpe 2004), and Joseph M. Tonon’s article: “The Costs of Speaking Truth to Power: How Professionalism Facilitates Credible Communication” Journal of Public Administration Research and Theory 2008 18(2):275-295.

Black developed the concept of “control fraud” – frauds in which the CEO or head of state uses the entity as a “weapon.” He recently helped the World Bank develop anti-corruption initiatives and served as an expert for OFHEO in its enforcement action against Fannie Mae’s former senior management.

He teaches White-Collar Crime, Public Finance, Antitrust, Law & Economics (all joint, multidisciplinary classes for economics and law students), and Latin American Development (co-taught with Professor Grieco, UMKC – History). George Akerlof called his book, The Best Way to Rob a Bank is to Own One (University of Texas Press 2005), “a classic.”

Ludovic Blain
Ludovic Blain is Program Manager of the Closing the Racial Wealth Gap Initiative at the Oakland-based Insight Center for Community Economic Development (formerly NEDLC). The Initiative is a national effort to close the racial wealth gap in America. The initiative includes the Experts of Color Clearinghouse, which showcases the asset-building work of more than 100 asset-building experts of color, and serves as a conduit for organizations seeking people with expertise for policy development, media appearances or filling government and organizational positions. He’s developing strategies to inject Clearinghouse members into federal policy discussions and the national public dialogue.

Prior to joining the Insight Center, Ludovic was Special Projects Director of the Center for Social Inclusion, where he started StopDogWhistleRacism.com, tracking electoral racism in the 2008 election cycle. Over his two decade career Ludovic has run the Marguerite Casey Foundation’s Equal Voice for America’s Families campaign, directed national felon voting rights and election day registration campaigns at Demos, led environmental justice campaigns at the New York Public Interest Research Group, and founded the East Coast office of the media justice group We INTERRUPT This Message.

Ludovic received a Bachelor of Arts in Political Science from the City College of the City University of NY, with several academic and community honors. He currently sits on the boards of the Communications Leadership Institute, Rockwood Leadership Institute, and the NYPIRG Fund. His work has been featured in numerous outlets, including the New York Times, NBC Nightly News,  as well as books, including Stealing Democracy: The New Politics of Voter Suppression, Releasing Prisoners, Redeeming Communities: Reentry, Race, and Politics, The Disenfranchisement of Ex-Felons.

Heather Boushey 
Heather Boushey is senior economist at the Center for American Progress. Prior to joining the Center she was a senior economist with the Joint Economic Committee of the U.S. Congress. She was formerly a senior economist with the Center for Economic and Policy Research.

Dr. Boushey studies working families and trends in the U.S. labor market. She has written extensively on labor issues, including tracking the recession and its impact on workers and their families, women’s labor force participation, trends in income inequality, and work/life policy issues. Her work is important to understanding how women have fared in recent recessions.

She has testified before Congress and given lectures nationwide. Dr. Boushey’s research has been featured in The New York Times, The Washington Post, Time, Newsweek, as well as many regional papers, television and radio. Previously, Dr. Boushey worked at the Economic Policy Institute, where she co-authored The State of Working America 2002-3 and Hardships in America: The Real Story of Working Families. Boushey received her Ph.D. in economics from the New School for Social Research and her B.A. from Hampshire College.

Jim Carr 
Jim Carr is Chief Operating Officer for the National Community Reinvestment Coalition, an association of 600 local development organizations across the nation, dedicated to improving the flow of capital to communities and promoting economic mobility. He is also a visiting professor at Columbia University in New York. Prior to his appointment to NCRC, Jim was Senior Vice President for Financial Innovation, Planning and Research for the Fannie Mae Foundation and Vice President for Housing Research at Fannie Mae. He has also held posts as Assistant Director for Tax Policy with the U.S. Senate Budget Committee, and Research Associate at the Center for Urban Policy Research at Rutgers University.
 
Jim has served on research or policy advisory boards at numerous colleges and universities including Harvard University, University of California-Berkeley, University of Pennsylvania, and University of Southern California. Jim is an Advisory Committee Member of the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco Center for Community Development Investments, the Corporate Advisory Board of the Urban Financial Services Coalition and the Research Advisory Committee for the National Low-Income Housing Coalition.
 
Jim has published and lectured extensively on housing and urban policy, housing finance, community reinvestment, personal financial services, and state and local finance. He has written and presented papers on technological innovation and workforce diversity. And, he is particularly recognized for his knowledge about and leadership on development of innovative financial instruments and strategies to promote affordable lending, inner-city development and wealth creation for lower-income households. His books include Crisis and Constraint in Municipal Finance, Replicating Microfinance in the United States, and Segregation: The Rising Costs for America.
 
Jim has appeared on CNN, FOX News, CNBC, Bloomberg, PBS, Cox News and a variety of local TV news stations in Washington, DC and New York. Jim has earned numerous professional and academic honors and awards. He is a 2003 Aspen Institute Scholar and recipient of the 2003 Community Impact Award from the National Organization of Black County Officials. He holds a Bachelor of Architecture degree with honors from Hampton University, a Master of Urban Planning degree from Columbia University, and a Master of City and Regional Planning from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Emily Casteel 
Emily Casteel is the Program Associate at the Arca Foundation. Before joining Arca, she served as Program Manager for the Public Leadership Education Network (PLEN) for two years, where she oversaw the planning and execution of six annual public policy leadership programs for women college students. An active volunteer, Emily served a one-year term as Finance Director on the Women’s Information Network’s (WIN) Executive Committee and donates her time to organizations such as Running Start and the Arlington Archdiocese Refugee Services office. She graduated Magna Cum Laude from Western Michigan University in 2005 with a Bachelor of Arts in International & Comparative Politics and Women’s Studies. 

Brenda Coughlin 

Brenda Coughlin is a senior program officer at the Wallace Global Fund. 

Kevin Drum 
Kevin Drum is a political blogger for Mother Jones magazine. Prior to that he was a contributing writer for the Washington Monthly and authored their blog, Political Animal. During the 90s he was vice president of marketing for a software company in Irvine, California. He lives with his wife and two cats in Irvine. 

Laura Flanders 
Laura Flanders is the host of "GRITtv": the new news and culture discussion program online, on satellite, and on cable TV. GRIT TV can also be seen on the web at the theNation.org. She is the author of Blue Grit: True Democrats Take Back Politics Back from the Politicians (The Penguin Press, 2007) and the New York Times bestseller BUSHWOMEN: Tales of a Cynical Species (Verso, 2004), an exposé of women in George W. Bush's cabinet. 

As part of the original-line up on Air America Radio, she hosted "The Laura Flanders Show” and “RadioNation.”  An author and broadcaster for more than 20 years, Flanders was founding director of the Women's Desk at the media watch group, FAIR, where she hosted CounterSpin, FAIR's syndicated radio show. She launched the award-winning YOUR CALL on public radio KALW in San Francisco. She is a regular contributor to The Nation, Ms. Magazine, The Huffington Post, Alternet, and CNN.  Publisher's Weekly calls her "fierce, funny, and intelligent," and she has been hailed as a "Media Hero" by the Institute for Alternative Media. She lives in New York.

Beau Friedlander
Beau Friedlander is Editor-in-Chief of the Air America Media. An award-winning writer, publisher and media consultant with nearly twenty years of experience, he founded the independent book publisher Context Books in 1998 and put into circulation numerous noteworthy books, many of them bestsellers. Two Context authors were finalists for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize, another was a finalist for the National Book Critics Circle, and one was a finalist for Columbia University’s J. Anthony Lucas Book Prize. More than half the Context Books list made the American Booksellers Association coveted Book Sense 76 list. Two, War On Iraq and Target Iraq, were international bestsellers and were credited by the New York Times as the books that formed and then codified the anti-war movement in 2002 - 2003. His consulting work since 2003 has focused on progressive media and has provided content, messaging, branding, crisis management, business development, and management consulting for a wide range of companies including traditional print, television, radio, Internet-based media, and nongovernmental agencies. Friedlander was educated at Bennington College (B.A.), University of Oxford (M.A.) and Columbia University (M.Phil.).

George Goehl
George Goehl is Executive Director of National People’s Action and the National Training & Information Center. National People’s Action is a network of metropolitan, regional, and statewide community organizations that fight for racial and economic justice. The National Training and Information Center is a national training, policy, and research center for organizers and community leaders seeking to advance a racial and economic justice agenda. 

He has been a community and campaign organizer, strategist, and trainer for 15 years, crafting national campaigns on affordable housing, predatory lending, and immigrant justice issues. George was the founding president of the Coalition of Low-Income and Homeless Citizens and the lead organizer of a campaign to win the first Housing Trust Fund in Indiana. It was the first campaign run by and for low-income people. 


During his first stint at NTIC, Goehl was the architect of a national campaign at NTIC to pressure the Department of Housing and Urban Development to stem the tide of rising FHA foreclosures and abandoned buildings. George also supervised the staff team that launched NTIC’s early work on predatory lending. This work included the passage of statewide regulations and legislation to outlaw a number of predatory lending practices in Illinois and a successful effort to reform lending practices at Citifinancial. In 2004 George moved to the Center for Community Change, a national DC-based non profit, to work as a strategist and field organizer for the organization’s Fair Immigration Reform Movement (FIRM). 

On July 2, 2007 George went back to his roots and became the third Executive Director at NTIC in 35 years. 

Jay Harris
Jay Harris is the publisher of San Francisco-based Mother Jones and president of its non-profit parent, the Foundation for National Progress. Mother Jones is perhaps best known for its muckraking investigative magazine (circulation 231,000; winner of a 2008 National Magazine Award for General Excellence), but the 2007 opening of a 7-reporter Washington, D.C., bureau and the addition of blogger Kevin Drum has helped make MotherJones.com a player in the online news world as well. Today, with the profitability of traditional news businesses under extreme pressure, Mother Jones’ “hybrid” model – blending print with web and traditional ad and subscription revenues with philanthropic contributions – is drawing national attention from those who care about the future of the news. 

Prior to joining Mother Jones, Jay was an executive with Newsweek International, with positions in New York and Hong Kong. He has an undergraduate degree in English from Duke and a masters in management from the Yale School of Management. 

Jay serves on the board of the Independent Magazine Group (IMAG) of the Magazine Publishers of America. He is a founder and co-chair of coordinating group of The Media Consortium, a network of independent and progressive news organizations. He serves on the boards of The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists and the First Amendment Coalition and on the advisory board of Free Speech TV. Jay is a frequent speaker on media issues. 

Christopher Hayes 
Christopher Hayes is the Washington DC Editor of The Nation, and a fellow at the New America Foundation. Since 2002, he's written on issues including union organizing and economic democracy, the culture of right-wing email forwards, the worldview of the anti-globalist right, and the culture of technology. His essays, articles and reviews have appeared in The New York Times Magazine, The Nation, The American Prospect, The New Republic,The Washington Monthly,The Guardian, and The Chicago Reader. From 2005 to 2006, Hayes was a Schumann Center Writing Fellow at In These Times. 

Chris grew up in the Bronx, graduated from Brown University in 2001 with a BA in Philosophy and now lives in Washington with his wife Kate. 

Daisy Hernández 
Daisy Hernández is ColorLines Managing Editor. Her writing focuses on race, gender, sexuality, and other issues affecting young women of color. Born and raised in New Jersey, she received a B.A. in English from William Paterson College in 1997 and an M.A. in Journalism and Latin American Studies from New York University in 2001. She is the coeditor of Colonize This! Young Women of Today's Feminism (Seal Press, 2002).

Craig Jennings 
Craig Jennings joined OMB Watch in 2006 as an intern, and later fellow, researching and writing about federal fiscal policy issues while earning his Masters of Public Policy degree from American University. Upon completion of his degree, Craig became a federal fiscal policy analyst at OMB Watch and continues to work on budget and tax, income inequality, and government oversight issues. 

Prior to joining OMB Watch, Craig lived in Texas and worked as an information technology consultant for Sungard Consulting and KPMG Consulting. He earned his B.B.A. in management information systems from the University of Texas at Austin. 

Dr. Robert Johnson
Dr. Johnson was previously a managing director at Soros Fund Management where he managed a global currency, bond and equity portfolio specializing in emerging markets.

Prior to the time Dr. Johnson was a managing director of Bankers Trust
Company. Dr. Johnson served as Chief Economist of the US Senate Banking Committee under the leadership of Chairman William Proxmire and before that Senior Economist of the U.S. Senate Budget Committee under the leadership of Chairman Pete Domenici.

Dr. Johnson received Ph.D. and M.A. in Economics from Princeton University and a B.S. in both Electrical Engineering and Economics from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Esther Kaplan 

Esther Kaplan is editor of The Nation Institute's Investigative Fund, which supports in-depth enterprise reporting with an emphasis on the independent media. In the past year, Investigative Fund stories have won a National Magazine Award, a Polk Award, an IRE certificate and have sparked several Congressional hearings and an FBI investigation. Esther is also a radio and print reporter who covers labor, religion, and social movements. She is the author of With God on Their Side: George W. Bush and the Christian Right (New Press). 

Charles F. Kireker 
Charlie Kireker founded Pendulum Media, LLC in early 2008 to acquire the majority ownership interest in Air America Media, LLC, a transaction completed in March. 

Charlie is a co-founder and former managing director of FreshTracks Capital, based in Vermont. FreshTracks co-invests in early stage companies, primarily in New England, often with Village Ventures, a national venture capital fund with $150 million under management that also serves a network of fourteen regional venture funds, similar to FreshTracks Capital.

Before launching FreshTracks in 2000, Kireker co-founded in 1993 Green Mountain Capital, L.P., a mezzanine Small Business Investment Company that invested in more than 30 companies in northern New England. Earlier, Charlie launched Twin Birches, Ltd. in Middlebury in 1986 to specialize in downtown commercial revitalization projects. He is an experienced angel investor, Board member and consultant to emerging growth companies, including now or formerly VEMAS, Vermont Teddy Bear, EatingWell Media Group, Autumn Harp, eesa, and KLD Analytics. 

During the early and mid-80's, Kireker was CEO of the Massachusetts Industrial Finance Agency in Boston, working for then Governor Michael Dukakis; before that he served as the Executive Director of the Program in State and Local Government at Harvard’s JFK School, which was chaired by Dukakis. Kireker graduated from Princeton University (BA, Woodrow Wilson School, 1972), before starting his career as a journalist, followed by two years working in the office of NJ Governor Brendan Byrne. Thereafter, he obtained a two-year degree at Harvard University’s JFK School of Government (MPP, 1981). He resides outside Middlebury, VT, and maintains a studio apartment in New York City.

Anna Lefer Kuhn
A recognized leader in philanthropy and the progressive movement, Anna Lefer Kuhn was recently appointed the Executive Director of the Arca Foundation. Arca supports innovative and strategic efforts that advance equity, accountability, social justice and participatory democracy in the US and abroad. Prior to her appointment, Anna dedicated her career to centralizing the role of diverse young people in social change movements. As a Program Officer at the Open Society Institute (OSI), Anna conceived of and led a multi-year, $8 million initiative that helped to build a movement of progressive young activists leading change on critical issues. In addition, Anna coordinated OSI’s Youth Media Program, a six-year $12 million initiative that provided low-income youth with opportunities to affect public debate and to develop critical thinking and communication skills. 

In addition to her work at OSI, Anna has advised progressive donors and the Democracy Alliance, and most recently coordinated youth vote efforts this election cycle. A committed activist, Anna has served on boards of a number of organizations, including the Urban Justice Center and the League of Young Voters; and she is on the advisory boards of the Drum Major Institute Scholars Program and Generation Change, a project of the Center for Community Change. Anna is a graduate of Wesleyan University, and was a member of the 2004-2005 class of Coro Leadership New York. 

Marcia Kuntz 
Marcia Kuntz is the editor-in-chief of Media Matters for America, where she oversees the research and editorial departments. Before joining the organization on the day of its launch in May 2004, she ran the Alliance for Justice's Judicial Selection Project. Previously, she served as minority counsel for the housing subcommittee of the House Committee on Banking and Financial Services and as legislative counsel to Representative Barney Frank (D-MA). Before going to Capitol Hill, she practiced law for five years in the private sector. She is a graduate of Princeton University and the University of Chicago Law School. 

Greg LeRoy
Dubbed “America’s chief whistle-blower” on state and local economic development subsidies, Greg LeRoy directs Good Jobs First, a national resource center promoting accountability in economic development and smart growth for working families. With more than 25 years’ experience, he is the author of The Great American Jobs Scam: Corporate Tax Dodging and the Myth of Job Creation (2005) and No More Candy Store: States and Cities Making Job Subsidies Accountable (1994).

Greg is a frequently quoted news media source and delivers most of the 75 trainings per year that Good Jobs First provides. Through dozens of publications and hundreds of trainings, he has made accountability reforms—especially sunshine—vital to diverse groups of public officials and constituencies who care about sound tax and budget policy, smart growth and mass transit, privatization, living wages, public education finance, Wal-Mart, big-box retailing, and green jobs.

In addition to book chapters, articles in specialty publications, and testimony before state legislatures, Greg has trained widely including: International Economic Development Council, National Conference of State Legislatures, Local Government Commission/New Partners for Smart Growth, the National League of Cities’ Leadership Training Institute and many state-based associations of public officials. He is also active within constituency-based networks, having trained for meetings of the Sierra Club, AFL-CIO, Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, Rail~Volution, Economic Policy Institute, Blue-Green Alliance, and National Education Association.

Headquartered in Washington, DC with project offices in New York and Chicago, Good Jobs First maintains six web portals and two blogs. Most recently, Good Jobs First has co-convened the Coalition for An Accountable Recovery and States for a Transparent an Accountable Recovery, which support federal and state watchdog efforts around the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

Laura McGann 
Laura McGann is a former reporter-blogger at Talking Points Memo. She has also worked for the Dow Jones newswire, where her bankruptcy reporting was picked up by The Wall Street Journal and the Associated Press. McGann is a former News21 Knight Foundation fellow and holds masters degrees from the Medill School of Journalism and the Northwestern University Law School. A story McGann broke about an anti-terrorism data mining program run by the Department of Education and the FBI was inspiration for her dog’s name, FOIA. 

Nick Penniman 
Nick Penniman is the executive director of the Huffington Post Investigative Fund. He is also the founder and director of the American News Project. Previously, he served as the Washington Director of the Schumann Center for Media and Democracy, the publisher of The Washington Monthly, the editor of TomPaine.com, program director of the Campaign for America's Future, associate editor of The American Prospect magazine, director of the Alliance for Democracy and editor of the Lincoln Journal. He has served on multiple nonprofit boards, including the Homeless Empowerment Project and the Roosevelt Institution. He graduated from St. Lawrence University in 1992 with a degree in philosophy. While there, he was a member of the student senate and won the school's top prize for poetry writing. He grew up in St. Louis and currently lives in Silver Spring, MD.

Erin Polgreen
Erin Polgreen is the Program Associate for The Media Consortium. From 2005-2007, she was the Associate Publisher for In These Times, where she managed advertising, marketing, event planning, and other outreach initiatives. Prior to working at In These Times, Erin served with City Year Chicago, an Americorps program, where she co-led a team of literacy tutors at an elementary school on the West side of Chicago. She is an active member of Chicago's cycling community and regularly volunteers with Working Bikes Cooperative and West Town Bikes, a Chicago-area non-profit.

Benjamin R. Shute, Jr. 
Benjamin R. Shute, Jr., is program director for the Fund's Democratic Practice grantmaking program in the United States. He joined the Fund in 1980, was secretary from 1982 until March, 2009 and from 1992 until 1999 also served as treasurer. For several years in the 1980s he was responsible for the Fund’s New York City program, and he directed the Fund’s program on philanthropy and the nonprofit sector until that program was phased out in 2003.

Mr. Shute is a trustee of The Interchurch Center and of the William Caspar Graustein Memorial Fund; a director of PACE (Philanthropy for Active Civic Engagement); and an emeritus trustee of Trinity School (New York), where from 2003 until 2006 he was president of the board. From 1994 until 2006 he chaired the Governing Council of the Rockefeller Archive Center. He has previously served as a director of Independent Sector, the National Council of Nonprofit Associations, and the New York Regional Association of Grantmakers; and as a member of the board of advisors of New York University Law School's National Center on Philanthropy and the Law.

Prior to joining the Fund, he was a teacher and administrator in independent schools. Mr. Shute holds a master of arts in teaching degree from the Harvard Graduate School of Education and a bachelor of arts degree from Harvard College.

Mark Schmitt
Mark Schmitt is the executive editor of The American Prospect. Previously he was a senior fellow at the New America Foundation, director of the Governance and Public Policy program at the Open Society Institute, and policy director to Senator Bill Bradley.

Becki Scholl
Becki is a Program Assistant at The Media Consortium. She is a former intern of In These Times magazine. She graduated from the University of Illinois at Chicago with an English degree. When she's not working for The Media Consortium, you can find her serving at Kuma's Corner.

John Schwartz 
John has worked in media and telecommunications since the 1970’s. He participates in the conference as a representative of Instructional Telecommunications Foundation and four other non-profit organizations he established in the early 1980’s. These non-profits operate microwave systems in the Educational Broadband Service, transmitting both broadband wireless data and video programming. FCC rules allow EBS licensees to lease their excess capacity for commercial purposes. Under John’s leadership, the non-profits concluded two large-scale EBS leasing deals, one in 2001 and the other in 2006. Their current lessee, Clearwire Corporation, uses EBS spectrum for its broadband wireless data business using WiMax technology.
 
John worked on campus radio stations in both high school and college. After college, John worked in community radio; in 1974 he co-founded and managed WYEP-FM, Pittsburgh. He later moved to Colorado, where he founded KBDI-TV, Channel 12, a public television station which went on the air in 1980. Beginning in 1983, John worked as a telecommunications consultant specializing in new technologies, with clients including the Rockefeller and MacArthur Foundations, as well as noncommercial radio and television stations. John was a founder of bilingual public station KRZA-FM, Alamosa, Colorado, which went on the air in 1985. He also helped to establish public station WYBE-TV, Philadelphia, which signed on in 1990; he still serves on the WYBE-TV board.
 
In 1989, John founded The 90's Channel, a cable TV network; in 1995, this venture evolved into Free Speech TV, a television network that is now seen both on cable and direct broadcast satellite. A companion website, www.freespeech.org, hosts one of the largest collections of progressive political content on the internet and an on-line community for activists. John departed as chief executive of Free Speech TV in 2006, though he remains on its board. He is a former steering committee member of The Media Consortium.
 
John attended Stanford, but never found a major that he wanted to pursue. He did not finish college. 

Sean Thomas-Breitfeld

Sean Thomas-Breitfeld is the Deputy Director of Idea Generation and Dissemination at the Center for Community Change, where he works to connect CCC’s issue work to framing and messaging strategies, and new research and thinking from the academy. Prior to this role, Sean worked as a Policy Analyst on a range of issues for the Center, coordinating online and grassroots advocacy efforts, and doing lobbying and policy analysis related to immigration reform, transportation equity, and anti-poverty programs. Before joining the Center, Sean worked as a Policy Analyst at the National Council of La Raza, where he focused on employment and income security issues. Sean holds a Masters Degree in Public Administration from NYU’s Wagner School of Public Service and a Bachelors Degree in Social Work and Multicultural Studies from St. Olaf College in Minnesota.

Tracy Van Slyke 
Van Slyke has dedicated much of her career as a journalist, communications professional and media producer to building a strong independent media infrastructure. She is currently the Program Director of The Media Consortium–a network of the nation’s leading, independent progressive media outlets. Through The Media Consortium she works to organize effective partnerships and innovative projects that will change the terms of the American political and cultural debate as well as create a cooperative infrastructure that supports a sustainable future for independent media. 

Van Slyke is the former publisher of In These Times magazine, a national, award-winning monthly magazine of progressive news, analysis and cultural reporting. In 2005 and 2006, she and Jessica Clark co-authored the landmark articles on strengthening the progressive media landscape including, “Making Connections: Why is the news so bad? What can progressives do to fix it?” and “Welcome to the Media Revolution: How today’s media makers are shaping tomorrow’s news.”  Based off these articles, Van Slyke and Clark are currently finishing up their first book, Beyond The Echo Chamber: How Networked Progressive Media is Transforming Politics (The New Press, Fall 2009).

Prior to joining In These Times, she was the Communications Director for the National Training and Information Center, a national non-profit organization dedicated to strengthening grassroots organizations. In 2000, she worked in Knight Ridder’s Washington, D.C. bureau during the presidential campaign, covering national politics and events. She also covered city and county government for the Iowa City Gazette in Iowa City, IA in 1999 and 2000. She holds a double BA in Journalism and Mass Communications and Literature, Science and the Arts from the University of Iowa. 

Van Slyke is currently on the leadership council for the Progressive Communicator’s Network–a network of professional strategic communications professionals working with grassroots and social justice organizations and is on the board of the National Training and Information Center. 

