research town hall for miami--acorn 

-miami workers center 

-immokalee 

-http://miami.indymedia.org/ 

-Project South 

-Local person as first announced speaker 

-Progressive Book Club 

Housing Issue Stories: 

http://www.miamiherald.com/multimedia/news/houseoflies2/reaction/index.html 

http://abcnews.go.com/Nightline/Story?id=3362215&page=1 

http://www.theglobalreport.org/?section=archives&cat_id=39&article_id=1060 

http://www.usatoday.com/news/nation/2008-03-20-counties-population-growth_N.htm 

http://www.miamiherald.com/multimedia/news/houseoflies2/index.html 

Unrewarded Stakeholders 

The Economy, Jobs and Housing – through the eyes of the most vulnerable. 

Miami, Florida 
July 12 or 13 

With its diverse population and disparate levels of wealth, Miami is often 

cited as a window to cities of the future. Live From Main Street’s Miami 

Town Hall will focus on the Gulf Coast agenda of the Economy, Jobs and 

Housing. Almost three years after Hurricane Katrina, and in the face of a 

major foreclosure crisis and recession, the economy, jobs and housing are just now becoming part of the national debate this election season. LFMS will explore what’s working and what’s not from the perspective of diverse range of Miami locals, calling attention to the stories of every day people that need to be heard. 

Guests: People Going through Foreclosure, ACORN members helping people hold on to homes, local leaders – Miami Mayor? Immigrant perspective. 

Coalition of Immokalee Workers 

http://www.ciw-online.org/ 

Phone: (239) 657-8311 

Fax: (239) 657-5055 

E-mail workers@ciw-online.org 

The CIW is a community-based worker organization. Our members are largely Latino, Haitian, and Mayan Indian immigrants working in low-wage jobs throughout the state of Florida. 

We strive to build our strength as a community on a basis of reflection and analysis, constant attention to coalition building across ethnic divisions, and an ongoing investment in leadership development to help our members continually develop their skills in community education and organization. 

From this basis we fight for, among other things: a fair wage for the work we do, more respect on the part of our bosses and the industries where we work, better and cheaper housing, stronger laws and stronger enforcement against those who would violate workers' rights, the right to organize on our jobs without fear of retaliation, and an end to indentured servitude in the fields. 

Miami Workers Center 

http://www.miamiworkerscenter.org/ 

info (a) theworkerscenter.org@ 

305-759-8717 

305-759-8718 

Aiyeshia Hudson Community Organizer 305-759-8717 ext 1001 
Gihan Perera Executive Director 305-759-8717 ext 1008 
Hashim Benford Organizer 305-759-8717 ext 1019 
Joseph Phelan Communications Coordinator 305-759-8717 ext 1029 
Randy Jackson Development Director 305-759-8717 ext 1025 
Saraí Portillo Community Organizer 305-759-8717 ext 1002 
Sha’Wanda Manuel Office Manager 305-759-8717 ext 1028 
Sushma Sheth Director of Programs 305-759-8717 ext 1004 
Tony Romano Organizing Director 305-759-8717 ext 1003 

The Miami Workers Center is based in the Liberty City area of Miami, Fl. We were founded as a volunteer organization in 1999 by former union organizers Gihan Perera and Tony Romano. The Center helps working class people build grassroots organizations and develop their leadership capacity through aggressive community organizing campaigns and education programs. The Center also actively builds coalitions and enters alliances to amplify progressive power and win racial, community, social, and economic justice. 
Through its combined efforts the Center has taken on issues around welfare reform, affordable housing, tenants and voter rights, racial justice, gentrification and economic development, and fair trade. We have spoken out against war and empire, greed, racist policies. and discriminatory initiatives against immigrants and gay and lesbian people. The MWC office has become a central site in the growing 'storm' of social justice that is growing in South Florida. It is a locus of community power, indivdual transformation, alliance building, hope, and inspiration. 
See History for a more detailed account of the life of the organization and see What we do for a more detailed account of the work we engage in. 

Miami Independent Media Center 

http://miami.indymedia.org/ 

ACORN 

http://www.acornhousing.org/index.php 

MIAMI 

ACORN Housing Corp 

1380 West Flagler St., Suite C 

Miami, FL 33135 

Phone: (305) 631-9002 

Fax: (305) 631-9050 

email: 

Odalis Donate - SouthEast Regional Director 
odonate@acornhousing.org 

Juan Carlos Astigarrabia - Office Director 

jcastigarrabia@acornhousing.org 

Mayra Pinares - Office Admin 

mpinares@acornhousing.org 

Oleida Gonzalez 

ogonzalez@acornhousing.org 

Megie Nunez 

mnunez@acornhousing.org 

Dunia Rodriguez 

drodriguez@acornhousing.org 

Miamidade Housing Agency 

http://www.miamidade.gov/housing/ 

About Us 

At the Miami-Dade Housing Agency, our mission is to provide decent, affordable housing to Miami-Dade County's qualified low- and moderate-income residents. To accomplish this, we administer federal subsidies that support almost 10,000 units of public and other assisted housing. We also work with builders, developers, lenders and private housing providers to expand affordable housing opportunities in Miami-Dade County. We support self-sufficiency and offer resources for current and aspiring homeowners. 

http://www.miamiherald.com/multimedia/news/houseoflies2/index.html 

While local leaders try to clean up Miami-Dade county's scandal-ridden housing agency, the city's program is steeped in its own crisis, with botched projects and bad deals that have stranded thousands in decrepit homes 
By Debbie Cenziper
, Oscar Corral
and Larry Lebowitz
dcenziper@miamiherald.com 

From Miami New Times

Best Gadfly (2007)
Max Rameau
Before the April fire that burned Umoja Village to the ground, Max could
be found grinning and holding his baby boy while sitting on a stained
couch in the middle of the homeless shantytown in Liberty City. Part
street theater, part protest, the place, which was Max's idea, opened this
past October 23 on an abandoned lot on NW 62nd Street. Wooden pallet
shacks on the site housed 40 homeless people; they all ate and relaxed in
a common area. Inspired by the closing of the Scott Carver homes and the
Miami Herald's excellent opus on the housing department scandal, Rameau
created Umoja to shame local officials into creating affordable housing.
And shame he has. The place was featured in every media outlet possible,
from the New York Times to YouTube to Earth First! magazine. Al Sharpton
visited (and donated $1000 to the effort), as did Pedro Hernandez, Miami's
city manager (who contributed nothing but an annoyed smirk). Max's
crowning achievement came during a glitzy week of shameless South Florida
self-promotion during Super Bowl activities — when he bused in journalists
for a reality tour of Umoja and the surrounding poverty-stricken
neighborhoods. Fact is, Max has managed to get under the skin of local
officials in a way that few activists ever have. Now that the village is
destroyed, city leaders are finally listening to Max's ideas for putting
affordable housing on the site — after, of course, arresting him for
trying to rebuild the shantytown


