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we started with a strategy




we started with a strategy
and took a closer look at our readers.




some users were like red bull . ..
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and some users were like coflee. ..
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we were now working for a new client.




readers.
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they also like to browse...




they also like to browse...
to relax...




they also like to browse...
to relax...

to stumble upon a story.




wed been here before.
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Massachusetts is developing plans to assess
students as soon as they enter kindergarten
to gauge how prepared they are for school.
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State aims to test 1ts youngest students

By James Vaznis

CLOBE STAFF

OCTODER 2, 2011

Massachusetts is developing plans to assess stu-
dents as soon as they enter Kindergarten to
gauge how prepared they are for school, part of
a proposal to overhaul early education after a
decade that saw basic literacy skills for
elementary-age children across the state barely
improve at all.

But unlike the MCAS exams given to students
in the upper grades, Kindergartners - who are
not expected to know how to read or write -
would not be filling in bubble sheets or answer-
ing essay questions.

Instead, teachers would measure students’
early knowledge of literacy and math by care-
fully observing and questioning them during
classroom activities, meticulously documenting
their performance against a set of state stan-
dards, and including samples of their work. They
will also take note of students’ social, cognitive,
emotional, and physical development.

Paul Reville, the state’s education secretary,
emphasized that the Kindergarten readiness as-

sessments, which are in the conceptual phase,
“shouldn’t be mistaken for an early MCAS” and
will not be used to determine who should enter
Kindergarten.

“It will be a more subtle and nuanced ap-
proach to assessing students,” Reville said. “The
goal is to get a better sense of how students are
doing, particularly in literacy.”

The labor-intensive data collection, however,
could be a tough sell to local districts and teach-
ers, especially as budget cuts have pushed up
class sizes, said Jason Sachs, director of early
childhood education for Boston public schools.
Boston, he said, already uses 14 assessments in
kindergarten.

“We assess kindergarten students way too
much,” said Sachs, who nevertheless added that
he is a fan of assessing students by observation,
the method the state is leaning toward.

State education officials hope that collecting
this data statewide will help them measure the
gap in skillsamong the more than 65,000 Kinder-
garten students who enroll annually in public
schools.

By answering some fundamental questions -

Updsted 1256PM

such as “how many Kindergartners can actually
read?” or “how many do not know their ABCs?"-
the state says it can more effectively target
money and create new programs for elementary
schools with large numbers of students lagging
in key skills.

The state can also use the data to shore up
both public and private preschool programs,
many of which base their instructional practices
on state academic standards.

The assessments ‘shouldn’t be
mistaken for an early MCAS!

“I know assessments can be a hot-button is-
sue,” said Amy O'Leary, campaign director for
Early Education for All, an initiative of the
Boston-based nonprofit Strategies for Children.

But she added, “What I would hope the assess-
ment will give us is good information about
where children are, so we are able to match re-
sources to help those children.”

Massachusetts is developing its Kindergarten
assessments as part of its proposal to seek $50

Available on the
D App Store
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first steps. ..
the early prototypes
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The courage of a boy named Cole

Camp is where memories are made and life lessons learned. But camp also can
be a free-fire zone for bullies. Cole knows. His camp memories this summer are
of rejection and loneliness; the lesson was how to persevere. And in his sweet,

quiet way, Cole did. oiscuss
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we did some ‘usability testing . . .




we did some ‘usability testing . . .

we learned some stuft . ..




we did some ‘usability testing’ . . .
we learned some stuft . . .

we were ready to get going . . .




responsive web design?
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Learn how to use fluid
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and media queries to
create elegant user
experiences with
responsive web design.

alistapart.com/articles/responsive-web-design
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Online Project
The English architect Christopher Wren once quipped that his chosen field “"aims for Eternity,” Management with
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design 1sn't just about layout.




however, we cannot predict the future.




Responsive design has. . .




Responsive design has. . .

1. A flexible, grid-based layout




Responsive design has. . .

1. A flexible, grid-based layout

2. Flexible width media: images, video




Responsive design has. . .

1. A flexible, grid-based layout
2. Flexible width media: images, video

3. Media queries




Step 1.

The flexible grid

target + context = result
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Step 2.

Flexible images and media

img {
max-width: 100%;
I3

github.com/scottjehl/Responsive-Images

and github.com/scottjehl/Respond
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Step o.

Media queries

designing for breakpoints
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Small Screens (landscape) 480 px
/" tablets (portrait) 600 px
10" (portrait) 768 px

10" tablets (landscape) 1024 px
Widescreen 1200 px
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responsive design means
designing 1n the browser
and less i a ‘comp.




so now we needed some coffee. . .

- -
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and some red bull . ..
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we began to realize some of the visual
designs mto lots of live prototypes.
next, the design pod convenes.
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design review surfaces challenges.
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