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250 words max on how your story made an impact

The city of Oakland is divided over whether gang injunctions will help reduce a long-standing problem of street violence.  Making Contact’s Andrew Stelzer reported on a grassroots campaign, aiming to stop what many activists say is a problematic policy of racial profiling, that won’t help make the community any safer. The piece filled in a crucial gap in the public debate.  By gathering sound-rich material for this piece during 7 months, and focusing on a range of voices, Making Contact accomplished corporate media could not. The program also contextualized the history of this policing technique and provided a unique look at its spread into use in London England. We made an impact on the local and national conversation, by questioning the slogans on all sides and by asking what are the overall needs of the communities not just “how to stop violence.”
This show won a 2012 PASS award  “for its ability to focus America’s attention on our criminal justice, juvenile justice, and child welfare systems in a thoughtful and considerate manner” and an award for Feature Storytelling from the Society for Professional Journalists (Northern Cailfornia Chapter).

Program description: It’s called a gang injunction.  A controversial crime tool strategy that some people say should be illegal, and others say is a necessary last resort for communities plagued by violence. On this edition, we go from the birthplace of gang injunctions in Los Angeles, to Oakland California, to their newest use in London, England.  Almost 30 years later, communities remain divided about the best way to address youth violence and crime.  This program was crowd-funded on spot.us
Optional: Video (up to 4 min), Audio (up to 5 min), infographic, other interactive digital
Excerpt from the program, Segment 1:  The Battle over Gang Injunctions in Oakland
