HEY ADDIE,

I THINK THIS LOOKS PRETTY GOOD. NOT SO SURE THAT THE PHILOSOPHY STUFF AT THE END IS REALLY REVEALING ANYTHING NEW THAT WE AREN'T SEEING THROUGH OUT THE ARTICLE--COULD JUST BE SUMMED UP AS A NOTED COMMONALITY. I THINK WE'RE ALSO MISSING A SOLID NUT GRAF THAT SUMMARIZES THE BIG SIMILARITIES IN THIS NEW ECONOMY--SOMETHING THAT SETS UP A CLEARER STRUCTURE FOR THE ARTICLE EARLY ON.

HED: WHAT WILL the Green Economy LOOK LIKE?

DEK: We all say we want to go green, but do we all agree on the change that will bring? Should this maybe read as "do we all agree on the kinds of change needed?", OR MAYBE FROM INDUSTRY TO SOCIAL JUSTICE, ACTIVISTS, PHILOSOPHERS AND PROGRESSIVE LEADERS HAVE BIG DREAMS FOR THE GREEN ECONOMY. 

By Adele M. Stan
The Media Consortium


<em>This article is part of The Media Consortium's Live From Main Street series, and is published in conjunction with the next Live From Main Street program, "So You Say You Want Change? Exploring the Conflicts and Opportunities Ahead." Hosted by Laura Flanders of GRITtv,  the event will feature Van Jones of Green For All, who is interviewed in the article, and a number of other progressive leaders, including Rep. Donna Edwards, Polly Baca, David Sirota, Fay Wattleton, Andre Banks and Lee Camp of Laughing Liberally. This edition of Live From Main Street will tape on Sunday, August 24 at 4:00 p.m. in Denver. The taping is open to the public: click <a href="http://www.livefrommainstreet.com/content/live-from-main-street-denvernew-territory-new-faces-the-emerging-progressive-majority">here</a> for more details; Click <a href="http://www.livefrommainstreet.com/content/rsvp">here</a> to RSVP to this event.</em> 


In Denver, Colo., Tom Plant, director of the <a href="http://www.colorado.gov/energy/">Governor's Energy Office</a>, is practically giddy.  It's just days before the Democratic National Convention kicks off in Colorado's biggest city, and a long-sought goal in Gov. Bill Ritter's New Energy Economy program has just been met: Vestas, the Danish wind-turbine manufacturer, has announced its intention [IS THIS INTENTION OR PLANS? INTENTION MAKES THIS SENTENCE FEEL A LITTLE CONVOLUTED] to open a new manufacturing plant just outside the city limits.

Plant reels off some numbers: 1,350 new jobs at the new Vestas plant; 1,100 employees ALREADY EMPLOYED AT another COLORADO VESTA PLANT THAT OPENED WHEN. Colorado now generates more than a gigawatt of energy through renewable energy sources -- three-quarters of that created in the 18 months since his boss took office.

And how many people does he expect to arrive with the convention?

"About a gazillion, I think," Plant says, laughing.  "Maybe two gazillion."

With "change" as the theme of the PRESUMPTIVE DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE'S campaign, PARTY OFFICIALS? chose well when they chose [IS THERE A MORE SUCCINCT WAY TO SAY THIS?] Colorado to host their convention. The Colorado state house SWUNG FROM HISTORICALLY RED TO blue when Ritter rode into office in 2006, PROMISING a new and vibrant state economy THAT CAPITALIZED ON THE crisis of global climate change. TODAY'S Colorado HAS a new identity as an industrial state IN A post-industrial age.

Ritter's New Energy Economy plan got a jump start before he was even elected, with the passage of a <a href="http://www.pewclimate.org/node/4786">ballot measure in 2004</a> that called for the state's utilities to bring the level of renewable energy sources in their portfolios up to 10 percent by the year 2015.  Executives at <a href="http://www.xcelenergy.com/XLWEB/CDA/">Xcel Energy</a>, the state's largest utility, protested loudly, then went on to meet the standard eight years ahead of schedule. This year, XCEL's lobbyists urged a doubling of the standard.

"Manufacturing is something that hasn't traditionally been in Colorado," Plant explains. "You know,[CUT?] we're not a coastal place where you have these traditional manufacturing jobs."  But with the accelerating growth of the renewable energy sector, a state with Colorado's wide-open spaces OFFERS a hospitable environment for both wind and solar power, and the manufacture of the apparatus[MACHINERY?] needed to do that.  

"It is an industry that's starting up in Colorado that's being driven by the growing of the renewable energy industry here in the United States, "Not just Colorado, either. [CUT, THIS IS A HARD TO READ INTRO TO THE REST OF THE QUOTE] "When a company like Vestas locates 2,500 jobs in Colorado, it's not to feed an entirely Colorado demand; I mean, they're looking at the entire country," Plant says.

Plant isn't alone in seeing an opportunity to improve the economic fortunes of everyday Americans in the CLIMATE crisis. OTHERS ALSO SAY THAT the perks of a green economy include an enhanced quality of life -- and perhaps even the evolution of the human mind and heart. I THINK THIS IS THE NUT GRAF HERE, BUT COULD BE FLESHED OUT A LITTLE MORE TO PREPARE THE READER FOR THE REST OF THE ARTICLES STRUCTURE. 

Carla Din, Western field director of the <a href="http://www.apolloalliance.org">Apollo Alliance</a>, doesn't think she's asking for much: all she wants is a raft of green energy projects in California that BUILD PARTNERSHIPS BETWEEN labor[ORGANIZED LABOR?], developers, environmentalists, social justice advocates and government. The Apollo Alliance seeks to build coalitions among interests that often conflict -- such as labor and business -- with a focus on meeting the needs of a green economy.

"We're talking about retooling existing structures, but also about utilizing the workforce that has been in these areas ... forever," Din says."For instance, the sheet metal workers, the plumbers and pipe-fitters... A lot of these workers are working in targeted industries that will need to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions for compliance with climate change laws."

Legislatures in 25 states have passed laws, like Colorado's, that require utilities to meet NEW standardS for the minimum percentage of renewable energy sources in their portfolios. (California's is the most stringent to date, requiring a renewables quotient of 25 percent.) The Apollo Alliance also advocates legislation that sets efficiency standards for the energy useD BY state government facilities and weds those requirements to IMPROVED? BETTER? labor standards for the workers who will do the required construction.

Van Jones, president of <a href="http://www.greenforall.org">Green For All</a> in Oakland, Calif., wants nothing less from a new green economy than the alleviation of poverty -- and a few other things. Voicing a more urgent imperative in the threat of global climate change, Jones, who will be featured as a panelist at The Media Consortium's <a href="http://www.livefrommainstreet.com/content/live-from-main-street-denvernew-territory-new-faces-the-emerging-progressive-majority">Live From Main Street</a> program on the challenge of change in Denver on Sunday, sees A means to revitalize American cities while making possible good health and better incomes for the people who live in our cities' more marginalized neighborhoods. [THIS SENTENCE IS REALLY, REALLY CONVOLUTED. I WOULD CONSOLIDATE AND SEPARATE INTO TWO POINTS] But IN ORDER FOR THESE CHANGES TO HAPPEN, JONES SAYS, the CURRENT economy needs some radical adjustments.

[BREAK PIECE HERE]

Models used by today's economists, Jones explains, are based on notions promulgated DEVELOPED? in the 19th century. "Whether left or right," JONES says, [these models] had one almost unspoken assumption, which is that you're going to have an awful lot of nature and very few people. So you find these weird terms, like 'inexhaustible resources'. ... Now you're living in a world where you have an awful lot of people and shockingly little nature left."   

You can'T CHANGE THE EQUATION TO FIX the flawS in that model, he says -- no more than you can expect to maintain a carbon-based energy system and keep the planet from ecological chaos. [MAYBE CUT THIS TRANSITION. QUOTE LOOKS GOOD ON ITS OWN] "If you ... have to break up with oil and coal, you may as well break up with poverty and a bunch of other stuff, anyway..," insists Jones, whose book, <em><a href="http://search.barnesandnoble.com/The-Green-Collar-Economy/Van-Jones/e/9780061650758">The Green-Collar Economy</a></em>, is due from HarperCollins in October. "You'VE GOT TO do the whole thing over. ... The first industrial revolution hurt people and the planet.  The second one should help people and the planet."

Jones won't get AN argument about current economic models from renowned[MAYBE A LITTLE TOO EDITORIAL. REPLACE WITH A CREDENTIAL THAT IMPLIES HE IS RENOWNED?] economist James K. Galbraith. "Where is the economic institution that focuses on the impact of climate change?" he asks, rhetorically.  "It doesn't exist."   In his recently released book, <em><a href="http://tpmcafe.talkingpointsmemo.com/2008/08/11/this_week_at_cafe_1/">The Predator State</a></em>, Galbraith pleads a case for Democrats to abandon the so-called free market system, since Republicans have clearly done so over the last eight years, as demonstrated by a series of bailouts, manipulations and deficit spending. 

The challenge of heading off the perils of global climate change offers a jumping-off point from which to launch a new economic system.  "It's a sensible application," he says.  That new system will feature of hybrid of government planning, regulated markets and institutions that foster innovation.  

Like Jones, Galbraith sees the potential to reinvent decaying institutions and create entirely new ones IN THE CURRENT ECONOMY AND CLIMATE CRISIS. But when asked IF IT IS time for a new New Deal, Galbraith offers a caution against "reaching back to a glorious moment and calling for the revival of an old solution."

The NEW DEAL evolved out of that moment's need, he said. "We don't have whole villages of people living in construction pipes," he explains, like the days when such "Hoovervilles" abounded. Today's challenge is a threat that is not yet universally perceived to be an emergency. "But if the emergency is allowed to arrive," he writes in <em>The Predator State</em>, "then, as with New Orleans (during Hurricane Katrina), the emergency itself will cripple the capacity to respond. The fate of New Orleans will become the fate of the nation as a whole..."

One thing the next president could do is to create national-level institutions designed to address the climate crisis on the order of our great national laboratories, like the National Institutes of Health or NASA. "Where is the Center for Energy Transformation and Climate Change?" Galbraith asks. "It does not exist."  But it could -- within months, he says -- if only "the will and the money were put into place."

And that's just the beginning. Galbraith, a professor at University of Texas (Austin), also argues for a complete reordering of universities in ways that foster communication and collaboration between experts in a range of disciplines, and that bring experts in planning back in from the margins of academic life.[CUT THIS GRAF]

The whole enterprise of addressing climate change and energy independence in ways that will restructure the economy for the better will require nothing less than the sort of effort the U.S. mounted when mobilizing for World War II, Galbraith adds. Folded into that enterprise, he says, should be a goal for universal broadband access ("It's carbon-neutral") and a national infrastructure project that does not simply repair decaying structures, but that completely redesigns roads, bridges and transportation in ways that are energy-efficient and create sustainable communities.

In some ways, Jones thinks along similar lines, but FAVORS A SIMPLER APPROACH. [CUT THIS SENTENCEhe's not so sure about the reordering of academic departments. They may just have to be abandoned, he says, along with much of the not-for-profit sector.] "Why be stuck with these little single-issue not-for-profits and broken-up academic departments trying to solve this thing from inside of it?"  he asks.  Thinking about this crisis needs to be simplified, not made more complex, he explains. "You know, the reason that Green For All has the name it has is 'cause it's what a child would say... You gotta get back to the complete innocence of childhood."  [CUTWhen I accuse him of sounding like a master of an ancient Eastern philosophy, Jones laughs, then gets serious.  "Well, that's part of this -- the revolution within."]

Oakleigh Thorne II, honorary president of the <a href="http://www.thorne-eco.org/index.htm">Thorne Ecological Institute</a>, which he founded more than 50 years ago in Boulder, Colo., couldn't agree more. There's little doubt he says, that there's plenty of prosperity to be had in addressing the climate crisis, and economic disaster looming if we fail to do so. Thorne argues that the same principles that govern ecological systems control economic systems, as well.  Just as in nature, perpetual, accelerated growth is not possible. "If you violate ecological principles you might be able to make a fast buck on the short term," he says, "but long-term, you'll have an economic disaster." [THIS GRAF IS PRETTY LONG FOR A RESTATEMENT OF THE ARTICLES POINTS. I WOULD REALLY TRIM THIS DOWN/move up to include in nut graf}

But the fundamental key to the transformation that's needed, says Thorne, is what might be called a change of heart or soul in way in which humans see themselves in relation to all other living creatures. The philosophy known as "<a href=http://www.deepecology.org/movement.htm">deep ecology</a>" calls its practitioners to A similar SET OF values. Where Jones calls for a return to innocence, Thorne calls for simplification of our lives, a goal Galbraith also seeks through his economist's lens, noting, for instance, the efficiency of <a href="http://www.forumforthefuture.org/greenfutures/articles/60873">shortening the food chain</a>.

But Thorne's philosophy, first proposed by the Norwegian philosopher Arne Naess, urges a humility in human interaction with the rest of creation.  "This integral consciousness is the next step, and there are so few that have gotten there yet...Out of the consciousness will come the cultural change. Consciousness is always ahead of culture."

Until then, there's always ballot measures for renewable energy standards.


