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PRESS RELEASE

AUGUST 24TH KICK-OFF EVENT FOR DNC'S BIG TENT

LIVE FROM MAIN STREET TOWN HALL FORUM STARTS AT 4PM MST

EVENT TAKES PLACE AT THE BIG TENT, 1536 WYNCOOP STREET

DENVER (August 24, 2008)-- You'll see protesters in the streets all week, but come to the Big Tent, Sunday, August 24th to get the back-story on the aspirations and frustrations swirling around the Democratic Convention. You'll get the lay of the political landscape at a media reception followed by a town hall forum, "Live From Main Street: So You Say You Want Change?" where you'll meet the national and local leaders who have fueled this year's extraordinary presidential election effort.

Live From Main Street is the kick off event for The Big Tent, the hub for activists and media throughout the Democratic National Convention. It will start with a rousing conversation about what fuels faith in the Democratic Party, what the American people want from a Democratic administration, what can realistically be expected, and how future administrations can be held accountable, with panelists:

    * Van Jones, Founder and President, Green For All

    * Faye Wattleton, President and Co-Founder Center for the Advancement of Women

    * David Barsamian, Founder and Director of Colorado's Alternative Radio

    * Jim Hightower, bestselling author and radio commentator

Next, a three-way conversation between Laura Flanders, host of Radio Nation and GRITtv, Representative Donna Edwards (D-MD), the first African-American Congresswoman from Maryland, who recently won a special election with 80% of the vote, and Karren Pope Onwukwe, a delegate-citizen from Edward's district. They'll discuss what politicians can realistically do in office to make real change and how the electorate can shift national political dynamics so that politicians can take bolder steps to institute change.

A second panel will then examine the successes this election year has already seen and the challenges that lie ahead. What will it take to pull together the many diverse strands of Democratic and progressive America? Panelists will include:

    * Andre Banks, Deputy Director, Color of Change

    * Lt. Col. Jay Fawcett, retired Air Force officer and Founder of Colorado's Western Strategies Center

    * Polly Baca, President and CEO of the Latin American Research and Service Agency (LARASA)

    * David Sirota, journalist and author, The Uprising: The Unauthorized Tour of the Populist Revolt Scaring Wall Street and Washington

Throughout the town hall forum, Coloradoans and other audience members will engage directly with panelists and you'll have access to them too. Live From Main Street Denver is the third in a national series of town hall forums. The events feature discussion between community leaders and citizens, cutting through horserace political coverage to help address the real issues that matter to America. The events are being produced by The Media Consortium.

For more information see: www.livefrommainstreet.org
About Host Laura Flanders

Laura Flanders is the host of "GRITtv" the new news and discussion program aired daily on Free Speech TV (Dish Network / 9415) and online at the popular blog site Firedoglake.com.

About The Media Consortium

The Media Consortium is a network of leading progressive independent journalism organizations. For more information, go to www.themediaconsortium.org.
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