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BIOS OF STAFF AND PANELISTS
STAFF
LAURA FLANDERS, HOST
Laura Flanders is the host of "GRITtv" the new news and discussion program aired daily on Free Speech TV (Dish Network ch. 9415) and online at the popular blog site Firedoglake.com. For years, she has hosted RadioNation, the nationally-syndicated weekly radio program of the Nation Magazine. She is also the author of Blue Grit: Making Impossible, Improbable and Inspirational Change in America (Penguin Books, 2008), an investigation into what people at the grassroots know that Democratic party leaders need to learn, and Bushwomen: Tales of a Cynical Species (Verso, 2004), an expose of women in George W. Bush's Cabinet. Flanders was founding director of the Women's Desk at the media watch group, Fairness and Accuracy In Reporting and for more than ten years she produced and hosted CounterSpin.

TRACY FLEISCHMAN, MANAGING PRODUCER

Tracy Fleischman is a producer and communications strategist dedicated to creating and distributing independent media and progressive messages. A native of Los Angeles, Tracy holds a Bachelors degree in History from the University of California, Berkeley and a Masters degree in American Studies from the University of Texas, Austin. She worked as Communications Director for Brave New Films, where she led communications and public relations efforts, as well as action campaigns with partner organizations such as MoveOn.org, ColorOfChange.org and The Sierra Club. As a freelance producer and communications consultant Tracy has created media and strategy for several non-profits and political organizations including The Courage Campaign, California Democratic Party and California Teachers Association. Most recently, Tracy has been working as a producer for Balcony Films, where she continues to collaborate on cause media.

YORUBA RICHEN, PRODUCER

Yoruba has been working as a journalist and a documentary filmmaker in New York City for the past 10 years. Her work focuses on illuminating issues of race, space and power. Most recently, she was a Fulbright scholar in Salvador, Brazil where she began production of Sisters of the Good Death - a documentary uncovering the origins of the oldest African women's association in the Americas. Before coming to Brazil, Yoruba was a producer for the independent television and radio program Democracy Now with Amy Goodman. In 2004, she won an International Reporting Project fellowship and traveled to South Africa to produce and direct Promised Land- a documentary about race, reconciliation and land reform in post-apartheid South Africa. From 2001-2004, Yoruba was an associate producer for Brian Ross, the Chief Investigative Correspondent at ABC News. She was also an associate producer for a number of films including the BET series Biographies in Black and the feature film Brother to Brother. Yoruba was the co-producer of Take it From Me, a documentary exploring the effects of welfare reform on New York City women. The film was broadcast on the PBS series P.O.V in 2001. She received a B.A. from Brown University and Masters in City Planning from University of California, Berkeley.
PANELISTS
ANDRE BANKS 

Andre Banks is the Deputy Director of ColorOfChange.org, an online citizens' lobby of over 450,000 members dedicated to amplifying the political voice of Black America. ColorOfChange.org was created in the aftermath of the failed government response to Hurricane Katrina and has since taken up advocacy and electoral campaigns focused on a variety of issues. 

Before coming to ColorOfChange in early 2008, Andre worked as a consultant offering expertise in communications planning, online communications strategy and crisis response with a specific interest in racial justice. He previously served as the Director of Media and Public Affairs at the Applied Research Center in New York City bringing together media outreach, new media strategy and multimedia production to tell new stories about people of color in local and national media. As Associate Publisher of ColorLines magazine, he spearheaded the 9-year old magazine's expansion online, leading the development and editorial vision for ColorLines.com and its blog RaceWire.org.

An Ohio native, Andre began his career as a student organizer at the Ohio State University, earning a B.A. in Political Science before stints in DC, Brooklyn and now Oakland,CA.

DAVID BARSAMIAN

David Barsamian is the award winning founder and director of Alternative Radio, the independent weekly series based in Boulder, Colorado. AR presents information and perspectives that are ignored or distorted in the corporate-controlled media. The one-hour program is broadcast on more than 125 public radio stations around the world. Barsamian is also National Producer of Making Contact, another weekly radio program. His interviews and articles appear in The Progressive, The Nation, Z and other journals and magazines.

He is the author of numerous books with Noam Chomsky, Howard Zinn, Eqbal Ahmad, and Edward Said. His series of books with Chomsky, America's leading dissident, have sold in the hundreds of thousands and have been translated into many languages. His latest books are What We Say Goes with Noam Chomsky and Targeting Iran.

LEE CAMP

Lee Camp is a comedic activist, if such a thing exists. He does left-wing stand-up comedy and often combines it with attempts to fix the world. He's headlined roughly 350 colleges across the country in the past 5 years. He's also performed at events that featured Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton, John Edwards, and Al Gore with the comedy collective "Laughing Liberally." He's done comedic commentary on Comedy Central, E! network, MTV, Animal Planet, and SpikeTV. But he's perhaps best known for going live on Fox News and calling them a "parade of propaganda and a festival of ignorance." That video clip has been viewed over a million times online. More info on Lee Camp is available at www.LeeCamp.net.*
DONNA EDWARDS

Congresswoman Donna Edwards is the new representative for Maryland's 4th Congressional District after winning a Special General Election on June 17th. Prior to taking office, she served as the executive director of the Arca Foundation, in Washington, DC. She was the co-founder and executive director of the National Network to End Domestic Violence and worked on campaign finance reform issues as a lobbyist for Public Citizen and the Center for a New Democracy. Cong. Edwards completed undergraduate studies at Wake Forest University and received her Juris Doctor from Franklin Pierce Law Center. She lives in Fort Washington, Maryland, and is the proud mother of Jared, a junior at Drew University.

JAY FAWCETT

Lt. Col. Jay Fawcett is a retired Air Force Officer and veteran of the First Gulf War.  He ran as a Democrat for the fifth Congressional District of Colorado in 2006 and was one of the Fighting Dems.  Jay characterized his campaign with two phrases: “God, guns, and gays – I believe in God, I own a gun and the constitution applies to everyone” and, “Leadership is about Pioneer Pragmatism, not Party doctrine.”
JIM HIGHTOWER

National radio commentator, writer, public speaker, and author of the book, Swim Against The Current: Even A Dead Fish Can Go With The Flow, Jim Hightower has spent three decades battling the Powers That Be on behalf of the Powers That Ought To Be - consumers, working families, environmentalists, small businesses, and just-plain-folks.

Twice elected Texas Agriculture Commissioner, Hightower believes that the true political spectrum is not right to left but top to bottom, and he has become a leading national voice for the 80 percent of the public who no longer find themselves within shouting distance of the Washington and Wall Street powers at the top.

Hightower is a modern-day Johnny Appleseed, spreading the message of progressive populism all across the American grassroots.

ELISE JONES

Elise joined CEC in October 1999, bringing with her a wealth of experience and knowledge gained as the Regional Director for the League of Conservation Voters Education Fund's Rocky Mountain Office, and the Senior Environmental Legislative Aide for U.S. Representative Elizabeth Furse (D-OR). Elise was a lobbyist for the National Wildlife Federation, has a Masters in Natural Resources Policy from the University of Michigan and a B.S. in Natural Resources from Cornell University. Elise is also very accomplished away from her desk as a national ultimate Frisbee competitor and avid backpacker. Her latest challenge is telemark skiing, which we're all sure she'll master in

just a season or two.
VAN JONES

Van Jones is the founder and president Green For All, based in Oakland, California.  The mission is to help build an inclusive, green economy - strong enough to lift millions of people out of poverty. Van is a tireless advocate, championing "green-collar jobs and opportunities" for disadvantaged people. He is committed to creating "green pathways out of poverty," while greatly expanding the coalition fighting global warming.

 

A 1993 Yale Law graduate, Van is also a husband and father. He is proud to champion some of the most hopeful solutions to America's toughest

challenges.

KARREN POPE-ONWUKWE

Karren Pope-Onwukwe is a prominent elder law attorney, bar leader and community activist; her practice is centered around helping clients plan for aging, disability, and wealth transfer.  Attorney Pope-Onwukwe also serves as General Counsel to small and non-profit business entities and is the Town Attorney for the historic Town of Fairmount Heights, Maryland.

Attorney Pope-Onwukwe earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from Eastern Kentucky University; a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Maryland University College and a Juris Doctorate degree from the Georgetown University Law Center.  Karren has been blessed with one adult son, Charles, Jr.

DAVID SIROTA 

David Sirota is a political journalist, nationally syndicated weekly newspaper columnist and bestselling author living in Denver, Colorado. As one of the only national columnists living and reporting outside of Washington, D.C., he is widely known for his coverage of political corruption, globalization and working-class economic issues often ignored by both of America’s political parties.

Sirota is a senior editor at In These Times magazine; contributes regularly to The Nation, the American Prospect and the Huffington Post; is the full-time blogger at www.credoaction.com; and publishes a newsletter at www.davidsirota.com. He is the author of two books, Hostile Takeover and The Uprising.

Sirota received a degree in journalism and political science from Northwestern University’s Medill School of Journalism. After graduating in 1998, he lived for five years in Washington, D.C., and then for two and a half years in Helena, Mont., before moving to Denver in 2007 with his wife, Emily, and his dog, Monty.

FAYE WATTLETON

Faye Wattleton, has served, since 1995, as co-founder and president of the Center for the Advancement of Women, an independent, non-partisan think-tank, conducting women focused national opinion research, for public education and policy advocacy.  CFAW has received national and international acclaim for its groundbreaking research on women’s opinions, their roles and status in society.  From 1978-1992 she was the president of the Planned Parenthood Federation of America, the longest tenured in the organization’s history. As the youngest person and first woman, named to the CEO position of the nation's oldest and largest family planning service provider, she played a leading role in family planning assistance and shaping planning policies and programs world-wide. Business Week named Ms. Wattleton as one of the best managers of non-profit organizations.  At the time of her departure, Planned Parenthood was the seventh largest charity in the United States.

