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Second Annual Media Consortium Impact Awards Announced!

March 4, 2014.  The Media Consortium has announced the Second Annual Impact Award Winners at its annual conference in Chicago. The winners are:

"The Life and Death of Crystal Wilson" (Monica Potts, American Prospect)
"The Horror Every Day" (Emily DePrang, Texas Observer)
"Fed Up" (Michelle Chen, Ms. Magazine)
"The Wage Theft Epidemic" (Spencer Woodman, In These Times)
"The Science of Citizenship" (Belle Boggs, Orion Magazine)
Judges for the contest were the staff at The New Press. Twenty outlets submitted stories for these awards, which are given out to the stories that had the greatest impact on public conversation in the previous year. 

Julie McCarroll of The New Press summarized the entire group of submissions as focused “very powerfully [on] the problem of inequality. …[W]hether it’s income inequality, lack of equitable education or simply powerful institutions that go unchecked, the scope of inequality [is] exposed here … without flinching, or minimizing, or shutting down. 

The impact of these stories was significant. Monica Pott’s piece in the American Prospect spurred a Senate Subcommittee on Primary Health and Aging to hold a hearing on differences in life expectancy due to income inequality, education level, and race. As a result of the Emily DePrang’s story for The Texas Observer, the Houston Police Department announced a pilot program to outfit 100 officers with body cameras to help resolve citizen complaints. Michelle Chen’s piece for Ms. became a rallying point for Los Angeles’ fast food workers, while Spencer Woodman’s piece for In These Times helped convince the Virginia General Assembly to vote to restore funding to the state's wage-and-hour enforcement unit.  The Orion story will have a longer tail, raising questions about testing, citizenship and democracy that will resonate over years.
The Media Consortium is a national network of independent progressive news organizations. A non-profit, its mission is to support and grow the impact of the independent news media sector. 

Contact: Jo Ellen Green Kaiser | joellen@themediaconsortium.com | 415-878-3862

Award Winners (From the New Press): 

1- The Life and Death of Crystal Wilson, by Monica Potts for the American Prospect 

We loved the way this piece showed the power of narrative to bring a statistical anomaly to life. The piece was empathetic and deeply moving, and especially haunting for the glimpse it gave of the millions of women who have died in circumstances similar to crystal Wilson. The piece spurred a Senate Subcommittee on Primary Health and Aging to hold a hearing on differences in life expectancy due to income inequality, education level, and race.
2- The Horror Every Day by Emily DePrang for the Texas Observer

This piece serves as a reminder that despite the progress people THINK we’ve made since Rodney King, police departments still operate with impunity. DePrang’s story showed patterns and describes a really shocking lack of accountability in the Houston PD, and holds it up to public accountability. In response to the piece, HPD announced a pilot program to outfit 100 officers with body cameras to help resolve citizen complaints.
3- Fed Up by Michelle Chen for MS magazine
We loved the way Chen’s piece integrated a number of social issues (education, poverty, access to work, access to healthcare, access to opportunity). And the revelation that, because so many of the workers must rely on social services to make ends meet, taxpayers are actually shouldering costs that fast-food companies should be paying. In terms of impact, Chen’s piece became a rallying point for protests by fast-food workers in Los Angeles in December 2013.
4- The Wage Theft Epidemic by Spencer Woodman for In These Times
As a stand alone piece, this does an amazing job of putting a name and a face on the phenomenon of wage theft – something that most salaried individuals are not aware of. It delves into the personal impact of this corporate policy and also hints what the practice means on a national level. A little over a week after the story was published—and after copies had been sent to Virginia legislators—the Virginia General Assembly voted to restore funding to the state's wage-and-hour enforcement unit, ensuring that these workers now have advocates once again.
5- The Science of Citizenship by Belle Boggs for Orion magazine
This piece is a substantial contribution to the conversations on standardized testing and inequality in education. But it goes farther than that, to examine science education's role in democracy and citizenship.
Award Winners Respond: How was Impact Achieved?
"The Life and Death of Crystal Wilson" (Monica Potts, American Prospect)

"The Horror Every Day" (Emily DePrang, Texas Observer)

"Fed Up" (Michelle Chen, Ms. Magazine)

"The Wage Theft Epidemic" (Spencer Woodman, In These Times)

When publishing Spencer Woodman’s “The Wage Theft Epidemic,” we at In These Times knew we wanted the story to make a big splash. The story itself is an important investigation into the troubling yet growing practice of employers stealing pay from their workers. And our goal as a publication dedicated to advocacy journalism was not just to shine light on the problem, but to help change it. 

 

So we put a heavy focus on PR for the story. We wrote up a short press release that we sent out to a contact list we compiled on Vocus of reporters and media outlets that cover labor and work issues, and particularly journalists in Virginia where much of the story focuses. We shared the story on our social media and highlighted in our weekly e-newsletters. We also sent copies of the magazine issues—where the story was featured on the cover—to local legislators in Virginia to help make them aware of the issue, and the press it was receiving. 

 

In addition, we also asked our friends in independent media to help push it out, including members of the Media Consortium and The Nation specifically which shared it on their social media channels. And we allowed for other larger outlets to reprint the story in full, including Salon, which greatly helped to increase its visibility, and ultimately impact. Because of the targeted focus we put into promoting the story, we were thrilled to see the impact it was able to make.   

"The Science of Citizenship" (Belle Boggs, Orion Magazine)
This piece really struck a chord with readers who appreciated Boggs’ able synthesis of cultural issues surrounding the teaching of science (or not), to kids. As one commenter said, "I think that this is one of those articles that should ignite much discourse in education - not only at the K-12 level, but higher ed as well.  The future of science, of innovation, of the quality of life in our society and the larger global community is at stake if we fail to spark a sense of curiosity and interest in the natural and physical sciences."

It received massive social media support when Orion posted it and then it was picked up by Slate where it got 2000 FB likes, 317 supportive tweets, and 670 comments. The piece was also noted by Longform.com, and named a "Top 5 Longreads" of the Week" by Longreads.org, which led to many more reads. “The Science of Citizenship” was then requested for reprint by Community Works Journal, which serves a wide array of educators nationwide.
