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IMPACT and the LONG VIEW

Between 1988-91, our then-fledgling company produced an Emmy Award-winning weekly news program called South Africa Now, about the struggle for liberation and against apartheid in that country. With no support from PBS, ("It's not perceived as corporate-friendly," said one PBS station manager), we raised all the money we could and produced the program from what the New York Times rightly called a “low-tech studio in a battered loft in lower Manhattan.” We also self-distributed it, despite opposition from PBS executives, and managed to get the program aired on more than 150 public stations in the US, as well as in 17 other countries, filling a gap in the coverage on television both domestically and internationally, and offering  viewers an alternative, close-up perspective on the turbulent and historic events in the-then rapidly changing South Africa.
Change DID come to South Africa, thankfully, and in 1991 we stopped producing the program. We then faced the question of what to do with the thousands of hours of videotape we had shot during the course of the program's run – valuable historical media that we felt was the patrimony of South Africa and belonged there. First we donated the material to the NY Public Library, only to find that it had simply been sent into storage. We took it back and donated it to Yale University Library – better, but still not our goal.
Finally, this year, after literally decades, we're pleased to report that Yale has digitized the entire South Africa Now collection – at a cost of well into six figures – and the material will now at long last be repatriated for the future use of scholars, academics, historians and ordinary citizens who want to learn more about the past struggle. We also hope to work with South Africans to produce NEW programming based on the material—perhaps even a South Africa Now & Then series, which would look at the issues and personalities we covered nearly twenty-five years ago, and how they have changed, for better and worse, in the decades since.
-Rory O'Connor
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South Africa Now
Here's a link to a New York Times article about the program from 1990:
http://www.nytimes.com/1990/11/18/arts/television-south-africa-now-ponders-its-uncertain-future.html?pagewanted=all&src=pm
