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Dear Ms. Caul,

On behalf of In These Times, Chicago’s own national political newsmagazine, we are requesting a meeting with Rep. Danny Davis for the afternoon of Thursday, April 26 or anytime on Friday, April 27 to discuss how the Postal Board of Governors’ is severely damaging the First Amendment.  

The Postal Board of Governors’ recent decision to support an unfair increase in periodical rates will have grave consequences for the free speech that our Founding Fathers struggled to foster when they established the U.S. mail system.

The rate increase was devised by Time Warner -- the largest publisher in the industry. If implemented, it will have an adverse effect on smaller periodicals, while easing the postal burden on the largest magazines. This goes against more than 200 years of postal policy, which has promoted the spread of diverse periodicals in competitive markets as a means to foster a free press and inform and engage citizens.

In These Times is one of the independent publications threatened if this decision is implemented.  The rules are set to go into place by July 2007, unless Congress takes action.   As chairman of the Postal Service committee, Rep. Davis is integral to this issue.  

Please advise on an appropriate time for Rep. Davis to meet and contact me if at the information below if there are any questions.

Sincerely,

Tracy Van Slyke, Publisher




Bob McChesney, Board Member


In These Times
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Co-founder, Free Press
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