[image: image1.jpg]\\\

DETROIT 2010




DETROIT EXPANDED

The Social Forum process aims to build communities and networks in Detroit, the United States, and the world. Detroit Expanded (or, "Dex") is one way that your organizing efforts towards the 2nd US Social Forum directly benefit your community.

Hundreds of thousands of people have participated in Social Forum processes over the last decade. However, millions of people struggle in their own communities on an ongoing basis to create social change. We don't expect millions of people in Detroit. But with the use of technology, the US Social Forum can be open to all.

WHO | Organizations sending small number of delegates to Detroit connect with their base group "back home" during the forum. Also groups and individuals unable to arrive in Detroit local space due to economic hardship, war, or visa requirements.

WHAT | Moments of connection via chat, solidarity forums, streaming audio & video, recorded media shared 1-day later.

WHERE | All over the entire globe! Events range from multi-day local forums to individual points of connections with individuals in politically restrictive or physically remote locations.

WHEN | Simultaneous events scheduled during the self-organized activities, open workshop programming, lead-up organizing and collaboration beginning months in advance to secure local venues and publicity.

WHY | Travel restrictions and costs, politics of displacement, increasing global-local participation, fostering outreach and organizing tools for collaboration and networking.


Learn more: http://abc.ussf2010.org/dex-events
You can view the list of workshops that checked "yes" to wanting to
participate in Detroit Expanded.
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PEOPLE’S MEDIA CENTER/ COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA

The People's Media Center (PMC) -- in acknowledgment and celebration of the critical and valuable role people-produced media has played in advancing our movements and creating another world -- will break new ground in growing alliances, supporting our host city, and building relationships to further our efforts and deepen the connections between art, culture, media, and transformation. Understanding that WE (as activists, artists, community organizers, media makers) are the change agents we have been waiting for... 

The PMC has created living principles (visit http://www.ussf2010.org/pmc) to address and challenge hierarchy within our movement. Recognizing that individuals and organizations with differing abilities, purposes, and resources are all welcome within this space, we are all committed to overturning institutional imbalances which can lead to division and impair the quality and quantity of stories being generated and shared before, during, and after the USSF. For us, institutional imbalances means that many voices have been traditionally denied access to media outlets, and media-making resources that guarantee that access, as a result of oppression and exploitation. Therefore, we accept the responsibility to ensure that those who have been denied such access based upon race, class, sex, age, creed, ability, criminal history, sexual orientation, and immigrant status will be prioritized.
We consider all individuals to be Media Makers and are supporting the creation of a progressive communications network both in the US and globally. And, we all embrace an open and decentralized approach to constructing this network. 

PEOPLE’S MEDIA CENTER is located on the second floor of Cobo Hall in the Ambassador’s Dining Room. Open Hours: 8am till 11pm. Come collaborate, volunteer, and participate!

COMMUNITY NEWSROOM AND MEDIA WORKSHOP: Find stories, create collective media strategies, make connections for collaborative projects and receive help with editing and producing your media. Join us Wednesday – Saturday. 
MEDIA POOL: will be online and accessed through the Detroit Expanded and Peoples’ Media Center websites (accessed through http://abc.ussf2010.org/dex-events or http://www.ussf2010.org/media). 

DAILY BRIEFINGS: Receive daily, breaking news and updates, and meet USSF newsmakers at the Peoples’ Media Center, Wednesday - Saturday, 9 am-?
USSF WRITER’S NETWORK: To connect and join with the network email ussfwriters@gmail.com or check out: ussf2010.org/writersnetwork.
EQUPIMENT: The PMC has computer and plug-in workstations. Additional audio, video and software are provided by participating groups and producers for collaborative media work. Donations are welcome throughout the forum.

USSF EVERYWHERE: Joins us facebook, twitter, myspace, youtube, flickr, soundcloud and World Social Forum TV (accessed through http://www.ussf2010.org/media)
GET INVOLVED
VOLUNTEER: Stop by the PMC and sign-up for a volunteer time slot to help run the media center: outreach, skill-share scheduling, live-room scheduling, media pool and other areas that need your help to make this vision a reality. 

PRESS INQUIRES: Contact: Adele Nieves; adele@ussf2010.org; 586-899-3346
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PEOPLE’S MEDIA CENTER PRINCIPLES
1. Accessible Space: The PMC will be accessible, welcoming, and secure for all attendees, audiences, and communities in and around Detroit and beyond through Detroit Expanded. It will be accessible to all people with a diversity of languages, skills, resources, and abilities. 

2. Production Environment: The PMC will encourage all Social Forum attendees to document the USSF using TV, radio, online video, blogging, print productions, photography, mobile blogging, podcasts, websites, databases, and/or any other creative form(s) of expression and information sharing. 

3. Learning Environment: The PMC will provide an easily-accessible and welcoming space for Social Forum attendees of divergent backgrounds to learn and teach media production. The PMC will facilitate resource and skill sharing. 

4. Meeting Space: The PMC will be a space for networks, organizations, crews, and ad-hoc groups to meet and plan, produce, recruit, and collaborate. 

5. Community Resource: PMC equipment, organizing principles, and volunteer energy will be left in Detroit for local media justice organizations. 

6. Collective Use: As co-users of, and co-creators within, the PMC, we collectively acknowledge that we are all experts at our own experiences and will all share in this environment of radical living and learning. 


The People's Media Center will build strategies for our movement in these areas: 

1. Alternative Media: Reach out to alternative media organizations and networks to create autonomous "spaces" that are run by participating organizations, groups, and accountable individuals who can provide the necessary means to produce media and teach media production, as well as prominently publish their work through this process. 

2. Community Facilitation: Create a working group of diverse backgrounds and perspectives to facilitate an organic schedule of trainings, workshops, and meetings. Foster communication on disagreements and concerns when necessary. Engage in restorative problem-solving as requested. 

3. Praxis and Pedagogy: Individuals and Organizations will share the environment by assuming responsibilities to teach and work as well as learn, offering our abilities and resources as part of this dynamic, grassroots media-making exchange. 

4. Media Politics: List these principles and others prominently, recruiting both political and non-political organizations, while encouraging multiple perspectives and furthering the conversation in our communities about the role of people-produced media in creating another world. 
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ANOTHER U.S. IS POSSIBLE!  A PEOPLE’S MEDIA IS NECESSARY!

Dear Community Leader, 

Be inspired.  Be moved.  And move people and your stories… to the US Social Forum! 

The ways by which we communicate and learn about our communities and the world are rapidly changing. The People’s Media Center (PMC) at this year’s US Social Forum in Detroit this June seeks to keep up with this evolving media landscape and once again break new ground in changing the relationships between media, cultural workers and the movements they cover. The People’s Media Center will serve not only as a hub for traditional, new and people’s journalists in this new media world to connect and share, but also a space for many story-telling, cultural and artistic activities to take place continuously and throughout the forum. And, with your involvement and support, the People's Media Center will also leave in place valuable resources and equipment for local Detroit organizations that otherwise would not be able to as effectively produce or be a part of  this emerging peoples-media movement.

Up-to-the-minute radio, print and video reports produced through the center will be broadcast on partnering networks such as Prometheus Radio; fed to local and national media outlets; and published on social networks, blogs, websites and portals all across the US and the world. With daily press briefings and a diverse speakers' bureau, the center will also seek to connect grassroots organizers and leaders with mainstream journalists to generate widespread coverage of the ideas, events and people of the USSF. The PMC also hopes to produce a USSF “terra viva” newspaper for all forum participants with event updates and forum stories, testimonials and daily news happenings. 

Many organizations have expressed interest in this project. Every single idea we've heard is brilliant! The next step is to help us make it happen. 

Ways to get involved in the process: 

· Join the planning and volunteer for assisting the PMC in Detroit: www.ussf2010.org/pmc 

· Mobilize alternative and indigenous media groups to join the People’s Media Center working group 

· Sign up for the mailing list by sending an email to: pmc-subscribe@lists.ussf2010.org 

· Assign a representative from your organization to participate in conference calls 

· And, of course, register for the USSF and show up at the PMC!

Ways to sponsor the People’s Media Center: 

· $2000 to purchase external HD & SD cards, used video cameras, mixers, microphones, and audio recorders that will help grow and support the network of skilled citizen journalists (especially youth journalists and those from traditionally excluded groups)

· $1500 to buy a dedicated server for the PMC media pool and online activities, which will enable the rich sharing of video, audio and photo assets 

· $1000 to support the maintenance and cost of hosting

· $500 to support the production of the USSF newspaper for one day 

· $500 to purchase power strips, Ethernet cables, and USB cords 

· $500 to go towards procuring supplies for meetings, workshops, and training sessions 

· $250 to support the construction of a site-wide wifi mesh network 

· In-kind donations of equipment and hardware are welcomed and appreciated 

*Remember that most all of the equipment used and developed at the Peoples’ Media Center will be donated to local organizations in the Detroit area after the forum. 

We welcome any and all monetary contributions to the PMC; the above list covers some of our main fundraising needs. If you are interested in donating to the People’s Media Center, please contact Scott Byrd at sbyrd@riseup.net (909.455.2400) for questions regarding monetary donations, Mallory Knodel at mallory@ussf2010.org for questions regarding hardware or equipment donations, or visit www.ussf2010.org/pmc to donate online. The deadline for sponsorship is June 1, 2010.

The US Social Forum is less than two months away, and we need to extend our resources and time towards building the forum at all levels. We invite you to build this critical movement with your support of the USSF People's Media Center.

In movement, 

The People’s Media Center Committee 
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