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How much will corporations spend on the 2012 elections? We will never know, due to the Supreme Court's Citizens United decision, which opened the door for unlimited, unchecked money to flow from outside groups into the hands of organizations that are not requited to disclose what amount they spend or what they spend it on.   
The Media Consortium worked with seven media outlets starting on Oct. 21, 2010 to support and promote important reporting and analysis around the short and long-term impact of Citizen's United.  With the support of the Wyncote Foundation, more than two dozen articles, videos, and radio pieces were produced in a week and a half.  
The Media Consortium also coordinated and contracted promotional efforts for this reporting including: daily Campaign Cash blogs produced by The Media Consortium and published around the blogosphere and reposted by TMC members and allies (including Huffington Post); intense social media efforts (twitter was on fire with our #campaigncash hashtag) and eight interviews with TMC member reporters on national daily radio and online shows.  
This collaboration had a clear impact on the national conversation--both The New York Times and NPR used our coined phrase of "campaign cash" in their coverage.  Additional important citations include: Bill Moyers quoting our Campaign Cash blogger Zach Carter during his recent Howard Zinn lecture series and Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV) retweeting one of our blog posts.

What we were able to accomplish in starting and executing this project in less than two weeks is just a snapshot of the power of combined original reporting and intense promotional efforts.  Below is a list of some of the highlight articles produced by our members in the last few weeks.  To see all the Campaign Cash blogs, you can click here.  While the Campaign Cash collaboration ended on November 4, 2010, we are continuing to collaborate on reports focused on corporate cash in Fall 2011 with our Outing the Corporations campaign. 


Articles from TMC Members (supported by this project)
ALTERNET:
Kentucky Millionaire Spends Big Bucks to Defeat DA Who Investigated Sexual Abuse at His Shady Nursing Home
http://www.alternet.org/story/148661/kentucky_millionaire_spends_big_bucks_to_defeat_da_who_investigated_sexual_abuse_at_his_shady_nursing_home/

Campaign Cash: Negative Ads Target Pro-Choice Candidates
http://blogs.alternet.org/speakeasy/2010/10/29/campaign-cash-negative-ads-target-pro-choice-candidates/

Campaign Cash by Outside Groups in 2010 Mid-Term Eclipses Total from 2004 Presidential Year
http://blogs.alternet.org/speakeasy/2010/10/28/campaign-cash-by-outside-groups-in-2010-mid-term-eclipses-total-from-2004-presidential-year/

Video: Coalition Calls for Constitutional Amendment to Overturn Citizens United
http://blogs.alternet.org/speakeasy/2010/10/28/video-coalition-calls-for-constitutional-amendment-to-overturn-citizens-united/

Millionaire Spends Big Bucks Defeating DA Who Investigated Sexual Abuse at His Shady Nursing Home
http://blogs.alternet.org/speakeasy/2010/10/28/millionaire-spends-big-bucks-defeating-da-whos-investigating-his-sleazy-business/

How Bush’s "War on Terror" Unleashed a Flood of Corporate Political Dollars and Undermined American Democracy
http://www.alternet.org/news/148624/how_bush%E2%80%99s_%22war_on_terror%22_unleashed_a_flood_of_corporate_political_dollars_and_undermined_american_democracy/

Local Chapters Revolt as U.S. Chamber of Commerce Tries to Buy the Election for Republicans
http://www.alternet.org/teaparty/148626/local_chapters_revolt_as_u.s._chamber_of_commerce_tries_to_buy_the_election_for_republicans

The Supreme Court Sold Out Our Democracy -- How to Fight the Corporate Takeover of Our Elections
http://www.alternet.org/books/148608/the_supreme_court_sold_out_our_democracy_--_how_to_fight_the_corporate_takeover_of_our_elections/

Invasion of the Democracy Crushers: Oil Industry Monsters Work to Destroy the Planet
http://www.alternet.org/environment/148601/invasion_of_the_democracy_crushers%3A_oil_industry_monsters_work_to_destroy_the_planet

Bailed-Out Companies Spending Big Money to Elect Politicians They Favor
http://www.alternet.org/news/148613/bailed-out_companies_spending_big_money_to_elect_politicians_they_favor

A Compendium of the Corrupt Politicians and Corporate Campaign Cash Flooding This Election
http://www.alternet.org/news/148621/a_compendium_of_the_corrupt_politicians_and_corporate_campaign_cash_flooding_this_election

European Corporations Are Funneling Big-Time Cash Into US Senate Elections for Anti-Environment Candidates
http://blogs.alternet.org/speakeasy/2010/10/25/european-corporations-are-funneling-big-time-cash-into-us-senate-elections-for-anti-environment-candidates/

THE AMERICAN PROSPECT:
Joe Miller, Campaign Finance Reform Advocate?
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=joe_miller_campaign_finance_reform_advocate

The Lowdown on Election Spending
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=the_lowdown_on_election_spending

The Wrong Political Game
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=the_wrong_political_game

What Campaign Cash Buys
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=what_campaign_cash_buys

What About the Parties?
http://www.prospect.org/cs/articles?article=what_about_the_parties

GRITtv:
The F Word: Campaign Cash, Corruption, Corporate Power.
http://www.grittv.org/2010/10/26/campaign-cash-corruption-corporate-power/

The Loaded Chamber: Secret Money
http://www.grittv.org/2010/10/22/the-loaded-chamber-secret-money/

Katrina vanden Heuvel & Hendrik Hertzberg, 10 Questions, and John Nichols
http://www.grittv.org/2010/10/25/katrina-vanden-heuvel-hendrik-hertzberg-10-questions-and-john-nichols/

The Loaded Chamber: Foreign Money
http://www.grittv.org/2010/10/29/the-loaded-chamber-hanbury-campaign-election/

MOTHER JONES:
Inside One of the GOP's Newest Money Machines
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/center-public-integrity-profiles-david-carney-americans-job-security-founder

Jim DeMint's PAC Flip
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/jim-demint-pac-senate-conservatives-fund

Rep. Lungren: Let the Campaign Money Flow Free
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/dan-lungren-campaign-finance

Cool Tools for Tracking Campaign Cash
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/cool-tools-tracking-campaign-cash

Outside Election Spending Doubles in Two Weeks
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/outside-spending-elections-doubled-past-two-weeks

K Street's Kingmakers
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/k-street-kingmakers?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Motherjones%2Fmojoblog+%28MotherJones.com+|+MoJoBlog%29

The GOP's $1,000 Cup of Coffee
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/gop-coffee-talk-cliff-stearns

2010 Spending Smashes Election Records
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/2010-spending-smashes-election-records

Crashing the Covert Campaign Spending Spree
http://www.facebook.com/video/video.php?v=490337330539#campaigncash

Energy Interests Spending Big in 2010
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/energy-interests-spending-big-2010

Pay No Attention to the Superrich Donors Behind the Curtain
http://motherjones.com/mojo/2010/10/pay-no-attention-superrich-donors-behind-curtain?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Motherjones%2Fmojoblog+%28MotherJones.com+|+MoJoBlog%29

THE NATION:
Corporations Hide Election Spending From the Public Eye
http://www.thenation.com/article/155432/corporations-hide-election-spending-public-eye

PUBLIC NEWS SERVICE:
Big Campaign Cash Flows Through Hawkeye State
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/16750-1

Group Shines a Light on Money in Politics with New “Widget”
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/16761-1

Big Texas Green Flowing into Silver State Campaign
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?%2Fcontent%2Farticle%2F16670-1&utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+publicnewsservice%2FTop+%28Public+News+Service+Home%29

DeFazio Floating Impeachment for Chief Justice
http://www.publicnewsservice.org/index.php?/content/article/16658-1

WASHINGTON INDEPENDENT/AMERICAN INDEPENDENT:
As Outside Money Flows In, Party Committees Lose Influence
http://washingtonindependent.com/101575/as-outside-money-flows-in-party-committees-lose-influence

On Road to Unrestricted Campaign Donations, Social Groups Pave the Way
http://washingtonindependent.com/101873/on-road-to-unrestricted-campaign-donations-social-groups-pave-the-way

Who’s the Most Mysterious Outside Spender of Them All?
http://washingtonindependent.com/101941/the-most-mysterious-outside-spender-of-them-all

American Crossroads and 60 Plus Keep Spending Big Before Midterms
http://washingtonindependent.com/101598/american-crossroads-and-60-plus-keep-spending-big-before-midterms

As Outside Money Flows In, Party Committees Lose Influence
http://washingtonindependent.com/101575/as-outside-money-flows-in-party-committees-lose-influence

Independent Groups Prove It’s No Sweat to Coordinate Message, Target Races
http://washingtonindependent.com/101470/independent-groups-prove-its-no-sweat-to-coordinate-message-target-races

Who’s the Biggest Outside Political Spender of Them All?
http://washingtonindependent.com/101379/whos-the-biggest-outside-political-spender-of-them-all

Citizens United attorney says Texas law cited against King Street Patriots is unconstitutional
http://www.americanindependent.com/152528/citizens-united-attorney-says-texas-law-cited-against-king-street-patriots-is-unconstitutional
Real Jobs NC received $325,000 in two-week period
http://www.americanindependent.com/151516/real-jobs-nc-received-325000-in-two-week-period
TX: A new conservative outside group targets Chet Edwards
http://www.americanindependent.com/151371/tx-a-new-conservative-outside-group-targets-chet-edwards
MEDIA APPEARANCES by TMC members

Radio

20101026 - U Need 2 Know with Frank Knapp - South Carolina - TMC's Zach Carter
20101027 - Leslie Marshall Show - National - TMC's Zach Carter
20101027 - Mario Solis Marich Show - Los Angeles & Colorado - American Prospect's Paul Waldman
20101028 - Stephanie Miller Show - National - TMC's Zach Carter
20101029 - U Need 2 Know with Frank Knapp - South Carolina - MoJo's Kate Sheppard
20101102 - Leslie Marshall Show - National - AlterNet's Joshua Holland and Washington Independent's Jesse Zwick
20101103 - Mario Solis Marich Show - Los Angeles & Colorado - Karl in for Washington Independent's Jesse Zwick
20101104 - Stephanie Miller Show - National - Washington Independent's Jesse Zwick

Television

20101029 - Russia Today - National & Foreign - TMC's Zach Carter
20101103 - Russia Today - National & Foreign - TMC's Zach Carter
20101104 - Russia Today - National & Foreign - TMC's Zach Carter
20101027 - Free Speech TV - National - TMC's Zach Carter

Online
 
20101026 - GritTV - TMC's Zach Carter
20101027 - The Young Turks - TMC's Zach Carter
20101102 - GritTV - TMC's Zach Carter

