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What are the MediaWires?


How can you get the latest news, opinion and information about critical issues to your constituency in a timely manner? The Media Consortium, in partnership with Common Sense New Media Solutions, has created a toolkit of websites, applications and social media strategies to help you connect your audience to news and information about the issues they care about most. 

These tools offer a way to provide your audience with constant, up-to-date news and opinion about critical issues like immigration, the economy, sustainability and healthcare. The goal of the MediaWires project is to inform citizens and enrich political discourse. We believe that the more people have access to strong, independent reporting, the closer we are to building a healthy, participatory democracy. We also want to showcase the first-rate independent journalism produced by our members, bring their work to larger audiences and build the influence of progressive, independent media. 

So how does it work? Newsladder.net is the home of the best independent journalism--articles, blogs, video, audio--all organized by issue. The Media Consortium currently sponsors four NewsLadder sites, each of which acts as an archive for content related to an issue: Economy.newsladder.net, Healthcare.newsladder.net, Sustain.newsladder.net and Immigration.newsladder.net. Think of these as one-stop shops for all the best in independent reporting from Media Consortium members. Users are able to vote for their favorite content and may post their own content on the site.
How you can participate:

1.) Publish the blogs! Our bloggers contextualize independent reporting and in their weekly posts that round up the best and most interesting journalism by Media Consortium members on Immigration, Healthcare and the Economy. Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, we email free, open-source news roundups of content from the ladders. View samples here: http://is.gd/t1yW. Your organization is welcome to repost any blog, at any time. Contact erin@themediaconsortium.com to join the blog email list. To learn more about our bloggers, visit: http://is.gd/t1DC.
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2.) Post the Widgets: Hosting up-to-date headlines from the best independent media on your website is simple: just install one of our TMC widgets (sample on the right). You can place the widgets as an informational resource for your audience on your home page, in an article, or in advertising space. Our widgets are available in three different sizes for the following topics: economy, healthcare, immigration, sustain, independent media. These widgets can be dropped at the bottom of an article or incorporated into a sidebar on your organization's website. For instructions and coding, visit: http://is.gd/kQzZ. We can also customize a widget for you! Let us know if you'd like to use a widget to help get the word our about a campaign or action and we can help you design and distribute the final product. 

3.) Join us on Facebook: From our members’ headlines to blog posts, all of our content is fully integrated with multiple social networking sites, including The Media Consortium’s Facebook page. You can host the widgets on your organization's Facebook page--or even on your user profile. Simply go to http://apps.facebook.com/newsladder, click on which widget you’d like to add and post it on your profile or page. You can also become a member of the NewsLadder community and submit your own content to the pages using Facebook connect. Just visit http://www.newsladder.net/register, scroll to the bottom of the page, and click on the Facebook button.

4.) Host XML/RSS feeds: WhiteHouse2.org has incorporated our RSS feeds to enhance their content—and you can do it too! RSS feeds are an easy way to offer a timely list of headlines that link directly to your content. To see the feeds in action, visit the following link: http://is.gd/t1DQ. (The feed is in the middle, under the heading "news and opinion.") If you'd like to customize a feed for your site, contact erin@themediaconsortium.com.

