1) Recommendations:  Where see holes in polling info re: issues/topics? What is everyone else polling about right now?
Where could The Media Consortium’s members stand out from the crowd? 
(Benefiting ind. Orgs not justifying Media Consortium or it’s role—at least not right now..)

2) How do you measure the success of the poll?  How do you distribute your poll info or is that up to group commissioning poll info?

3) Run through topic ideas---what sparks ideas? How would any of these work?

4) What should we keep in mind (logistics, phrasing of questions/answers, potential pr play, typical pitfalls) when picking poll topics/questions?

5) What else?

Discussion/next steps w/Steve:

Who’s in so far:  Ms. Washington Monthly, Link, NAM, Afro-Netizen, Workers Independent News (maybe ITT)—Is there anyone else we want to reach out to?

· Want to do it?

· Developing polls topics/focus based on interests/demos of participating members

· Set out two poll plans (each one w/similar issue topics) and invite people to join?

· Do one poll with a bunch of different poll questions and see how that goes?

· Next steps in crafting poll topics?  

· Need to create/develop a editorial policies/implementation and PR strategy in coordination

· What else?

POLL IDEAS

(Compiled from mc members/allies)

(CAN BUY W/PSHYCO DEMOGRAPHICS W. IT)

Demographics/voting

Commission polls that disaggregate demographics and psychographics within each race. In other words, do old Black women vote more than young white men? Does educational attainment significantly change political ideology/party affiliation/voter turnout?


ALSO


Suggestions: pollsters to affix political ideology NOT by asking respondents how they label themselves, but by the level of support for certain positions most closely aligned to ideology (e.g., abortion, death penalty, wire-tapping, foreign aid, public school funding equity, inheritance tax, racial profiling, welfare, military spending, immigration, etc.)

Media Usage

Poll folks on their media usage habits. We did this in order to (you might want to check out our poll on media usage habits of "ethnic media" consumers...hugely popular and great marketing tool):

    a) get demographic and other info for developing advertising strategy

    b) promote the refinement of a market niche, in our case "ethnic" media consumers

    c) educate various segments as to the existence and poetntial of this segment

Issues
Race Relations 
there's a severe divide on race among those calling themselves "progressive" and we would do a great service to tease this out and understand it. critical given the chasm between those calling themselves "progressive" and the rest of us.

Immigration
I think we'll find that liberals and progressives don't quite sound as left or liberal on this issue and that'd make news.

Progressive Agenda
We should look at what issues do and don't make up a "progressive agenda" and accompany that with analyses of why and what to do in our respective pubs. Also interesting to see if and how ideas of "progressive" extend beyond electoral politics and the blogosphere and how far.

Abortion, Pay Equity, feminization of poverty and other gender issues
We'd do well to develop this for several reasons including its import, positioning Consortium, bolstering members work, building audience

Youth & education Issues 
We need to build future audiences and this is an important segment along with black, Latino andother segments

Prison, Incarceration, torture, etc…
this is a good measure of  how deep we've fallen into the rabbit hole of a repressive state, a sigpost of where we are on the scale of gradualism that normalizes the formerly abhorrent in the days before 9-11, "24" and the like.

Political Polls

Presidential Poll 
(pretty obvious) - who are people for and why?

State Polls

There may also be some strategic state-based polling that is worth doing and

is newsworthy nationally. On Iraq in particular -- where, shockingly, not a

lot of state polling is done. Examples:

Connecticut -- poll of Dem voters and Independents who voted for Lieberman.

"If you knew last November what you know today about Sen. Joe Lieberman's

support for President Bush's escalation in Iraq, would you be more likely,

less likely, or equally as likely to vote for Lieberman as you were then?"

Kentucky -- poll of voters, "Does Sen. Mitch McConnell's solid support for

President Bush's escalation of troops into Iraq make you more or less likely

to support him when he's up for re-election in 2008? Or no difference?"   or

"Are you proud that Kentucky's Senator, Mitch McConell is leading the fight

in Congress in favor of President Bush's escalation of troops into Iraq and

against Democratic efforts to bring the troops home in 2008? Yes, No"

And maybe some Coleman, Sununu, Collins polling in MN, NH, ME.
