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Passionate about mission-driven independent media, Jo Ellen has focused on using collaboration to develop impact. In a series of articles published in PBSMediaShift, Journalism Accelerator, and elsewhere, she has been exploring the ways in which the independent news sector is uniquely suited to creating collective impact.

Before leading the Media Consortium, Kaiser worked for a succession of independent magazines, including stints as Managing Editor and Associate Publisher of Tikkun, Publisher of LiP: Informed Revolt, and Executive Director and Editor-in-Chief of Zeek. She also is a leading figure in Jewish media, the co-editor of Righteous Indignation: A Jewish Response to Justice (Jewish Lights) and co-led the Righteous Indignation Project. She has written about Jewish social justice for a number of publications, including The Jewish Daily Forward, Sojourners, Tikkun and Interfaithfamily.com. 

Jo Ellen received a B.A. at Yale Unviersity (1984) and a Ph.D. in English from University of California, Berkeley (1992). She taught modern poetry, women’s studies and literary theory for six years at the University of Kentucky before leaving academia for media. Jo Ellen grew up in Oak Park, Illinois, and makes her home in San Francisco. 
