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The Media Consortium (www.themediaconsortium.org) is a national network of progressive independent media outlets. We support smart, powerful and passionate journalism that redefines American political and cultural debate. 
Our Mission

The Media Consortium’s mission is to support and grow the impact of the independent news sector. 

 Our Vision

We believe that independent news media—media that are not owned by either multinational corporations or the government--play a vital role in democracy. Independent media are mission-driven to tell the truth to power, to engage the public in the issues of the day, and to seek out solutions to contemporary problems. Committed to fact-based journalism, Media Consortium members believe words matter and can spur action. 
By supporting member outlets, amplifying their many voices, and leveraging their collective audiences, the Media Consortium aims to grow the influence and visibility of the sector. Our goal is to take back the media from a handful of corporate oligopolies, and restore healthy and vibrant debate to this country. 
Our History

The Media Consortium was founded in 2006. The country was at war in Iraq and Afghanistan under President George W. Bush. Media was under siege as the digital revolution upended old business models. The Media Consortium’s founders believed the only way to respond to this new environment was to work together, and so they founded a consortium, a member-run network.

By 2008, the Media Consortium had hired its first full-time staff, and begun to focus on pushing ahead of the digital curve by fostering innovation in its members. The Innovation and Incubation labs were born in 2009, and we published The Big Thaw, an overview of the field. In 2010, the Consortium introduced network-wide editorial collaborations, first around key events and breaking news (the Social Forum meeting in Copenhagen; labor protests in Wisconsin), then around big ideas and beats (media policy, campaign cash, reproductive justice).  Today, the Consortium pursues both tracks, the Innovation and Incubation Labs and editorial collaborations, in order to fulfill our mission and vision.
Our Audience

Media Consortium members collectively reach over 40 million readers/viewers/listeners via print, digital web and mobile,  and broadcast radio, and TV.

Membership
The Media Consortium currently has 63 member outlets. We have prioritized slow, deliberate growth because making connections between existing members has been our primary focus.

To become a Media Consortium member, an outlet must meet these criteria:
· Be organized as an independent entity mission-driven to serve the public.
Just over 75% of Media Consortium members are 501c3 non-profits. For-profit members must prove that they are organized to serve stakeholders rather than shareholders.

· Produce regular, original, fact-based reporting.

Reporting can take the form of daily news, long-form articles, infographics, documentaries, TV programs or other new media, but it must be original to the outlet, credible, and fact-based.

· Promote social, racial, and economic justice.

Members commit to pursing these values as they apply to hiring practices, audience outreach, editorial policies, and ownership. 

Current Members:

	AlterNet
	Dissent
	LinkTV (KCETLINK)
	Public Eye

	American Forum
	Earth Island Journal
	Mother Jones
	Rabble

	American Independent
	Feministing
	Ms.
	RH Reality Check

	American Prospect
	Feet in 2 Worlds
	NAMAc
	Real News Network

	Balcony Films
	Free Speech TV
	Nation
	Specialty Studios

	Berrett-Koehler
	FSRN
	Nation Institute
	Texas Observer

	Bitch Media
	Globalvision
	National Radio Project
	Thom Hartmann Show

	Brave New Films
	GregPalast.com
	New America Media
	Truthdig

	Campus Progress
	Grist
	New Press
	Truthout

	Care2
	GritTV
	News Taco
	Uptake

	Chelsea Green
	GWWilliams Center
	Oakland Local
	Utne

	Chicago Reporter
	High Country News
	OpenDemocracy.net
	Washington Monthly

	City Limits
	Hightower Lowdown
	Orion
	Womens Media Center

	Colorlines
	In These Times
	PeoplePowerMedia
	Yes!

	David Pakman Show
	InterPress Service
	Progressive
	Young Turks

	Democracy Now
	LA Progressive
	Public News Service
	


