Dear xxx,

I'm writing to introduce myself to you. I've been given the amazing opportunity to lead The Media Consortium during this time of terrific challenges--and opportunities--for progressive independent media. I've attached a copy of our press release and my bio to this email. 

I have worked in media for over 15 years, mainly in Jewish media, first as Managing Editor and Associate Publisher of Tikkun (www.tikkun.org), then as Executive Director and Editor-in-Chief of Zeek Media (www.zeek.net). In between, I served as a consultant to the Independent Press Association, as a freelance developmental editor, and as a freelance project manager.

I have worked hard, in the Jewish community, to promote the efforts of social justice organizations. I co-edited the book Righteous Indignation: A Jewish Call to Justice and was a leader of the Righteous Indignation Project, sponsored by the Nathan Cummings Foundation. At Zeek, I recently coordinated a special issue on Jewish justice with assistance from the Haas Jr. Foundation and Repair the World. I've written on Jewish social justice issues for The Jewish Daily Forward, Tikkun, Zeek, and Interfaithfamily.com

Whether as an editor, publisher, or project manager, almost all of my work has involved bringing volunteers together for the sake of mission-driven projects. I have wide experience bringing together diverse players with individual agendas to work for a common cause, and I am equally interested in the nuts-and-bolts of creating a media sector as I am in providing the content. I won a Rockower award from the American Jewish Press Association for an op-ed on how the Madoff crisis could shape nonprofit fundraising. 

 As I wrote to our members this morning, I believe that a consortium of progressive, mission-driven media working together amplifies the voices of all its members. At the same time, a consortium that is a true partnership enables each member to better reach their own full potential. 

 The Media Consortium is here to empower both the individual member organizations and the sector as a whole. TMC provides members with the resources they need to keep up with a rapidly changing field through our Incubation and Innovation Labs. We are fostering editorial collaborations around stories vital to the future of our democracy, from Wisconsin to the wild world of media policy. And we strategically connect members to each other and to others working in our sector. 

As TMC’s Executive Director, I am particularly interested in remapping the media landscape so that TMC members are more widely recognized and sought out for the valuable work we produce. I will forge stronger alliances with media policy organizations and work to reframe the discussion about “media” to include the essential contributions of TMC members.

In strengthening and developing the voice of the consortium, I will be building on the powerful foundation created by Tracy Van Slyke. Tracy’s energy and vision are apparent in every TMC program. I am grateful that she will remain a TMC cheerleader and especially thankful that she has agreed to serve as an informal advisor as we build for the future.

 I’m also pleased that Erin Polgreen will be stepping up into a new role at TMC, as Managing Director. She will provide strategic direction for resource development, developing and connecting members to new tools and technologies through calls, in-person meetings, labs and workshops, in addition to continuing to be the primary member contact. 

I am aware that XXX has been a significant supporter of The Media Consortium and I would like to continue and build on that relationship. I will be at NCMR--if you will be there, we could meet in person. If not, I would like to talk with you as soon as possible. I'm available, at your convenience, if you'd like me to fly out to meet you in New York. I am based in San Francisco.

I look forward to an opportunity to get to better know you personally, and to better understand the values and interests of the XXX. Please feel free to contact me any time at the number below.

Sincerely,

Jo Ellen Green Kaiser, Executive Director
The Media Consortium
tel: 415.878-3862
twitter: jgksf
email: joellen@themediaconsortium.com
www.themediaconsortium.com
